EVANGELICAL  RECORD 


AND 


WESTERN  REVIEW 


MARCH,  1812 


SACRED  HISTORY 


ELI  AND  HIS  SONS.— NO.  I. 


1^0  species  of  composition  is  more  entertaining  and  in¬ 
structive  than. a  well  written  history.  In  history,  the  most  im¬ 
portant  transactions  of  many  ages  are  brought  into  a  small  com¬ 
pass.  Hence,  in  reading  history,  we  become  the  companions  of 
the  most  illustrious  and  active  of  our  f ace.\  While  we  are  plead¬ 
ed  in  seeing  many  generations  of  men  pass  before  us,  we  are  also 
instructed.  Wherein  individuals  or  societies  have  done  well,  the 
path  in  which  we  ought  to  walk  is  made  plain^ — and,  wherein  they 
have  through  mistake  or  design  done  ill,  we  are  warned  by  the 
authority  of  example  to  beware.  '  - 

<  A  mode  of  composition  so  remarkably  well  adapted  to  the  na¬ 
ture  and  situation  of  man,  hath  not  been  omitted  in  that  revela¬ 
tion,  which  hath  for  one  of  its  chief  objects,  the  instructing  and 
reforming  of  the  world.  A  very  large  portion  of  this  revelation 
is  history.  History,  plain  and  simple,  concise  and  interesting. — 
The  historical*  parts  of  these  sacred  books  certainly  deserve  a 
more  general  a^ention  than  what  they  have  hitherto  received.— 
To  sacred  history,  therefore,  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  Ae 
Evangelical  Record^  shall  be  pretty  regularly  called.  It  is  by  no 
means  proposed  to  give  any  thing  like  a  regular  and  connected 
view  of  scripture  history.  This  or  the  other  passage,  cr  this  or 
the  other  character  only,  shall  be  called  up  as  the  occurrences  of 
the  day  may  sugg^est.  And  if,  by  these  exercises,  we  can  induce  our 
readers,  particularly  those  of  them  who  are  young,  to  make  them¬ 
selves  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  scripture  history,*  and  the 
whole  in  its  order  and  connection,  our  end  will  be  fully  gained. 
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To  Eli  and  his  sons,  we  shall, 'agreeably  to  the  title  of  this  paper, 
request  attention  at  this  time.  ! 

The  passage,  upon  which  the  observations  to'  be  made  arc 

founded,  W  r  Sam.  ii.  22 — 25^  It  is  in  these  words 

% 

‘‘  Now  Eli  was  very  old,-  and  heard  all  that  his  sons  did  unto  all 
‘Israel;  and  how  they  lay  with  the  women  that  assembled  at  the 
‘  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation.  And  he  said  unto  them, 

‘  Why  do  ye  such  things  ?  for  I  hear  of  your  evil  dealings  by  all  this 
‘  people.  Nay,  my  sons  :  for  it  is  no  good  report  that  I  hear,  ye 
^  make  the  Lord’s  people  to  transgress.  If  one  man  sin  against  a- 
‘  nother,  the  judge  shall  judge  him  :  but  if  a  man^  sin  "against  the 
‘  Lord,  who  shall  entreat  for  him  ?  Notwithstanding,  they  hearkened, 
‘not  unto  the  voice  of  their  father,  because  the  Loud  would  slay 
‘  them.” 

EH,  the  high  priest,  and  the  judge  of  ancient  Israel,  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  stoi")’— and  the  extreme  wickedness  of  his  sons,  is  that 
which  chiefly  brings  the  old  man  into  notice.  It  is  said,  that  Eli 
^^xvas  now  very  old***  Superannuated,  he  had  given  up  the 
chief  management  of  the  sanctuary  to  his  sons.  It  was  a  wise 
and  a  humane  regulation,  that  the  most  of  the  servicos  of  the 
sanctuary  were  to  be  performed  by  men  in  the  prime  of  life.  See 
Numb.  iv.  23,  30,  35,  8s:c.  &c.  Of  the  manner  in  which  Eli  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  of  hi^  office,  when  he  was  in  full  vigor,,  we 
know  but  little,  and  it  would  have  been  well,  for  the  comfort  of 
himself  and  family,  had  the  last  of  his  days  been  allowed  to  pass 
by  equally  unnoticed.  The  easy,  and'  the  most  happy  days  of 
our  life,  are  frequently  consigned  to  oblivion,  while  the  days  of 
our  sorrow  and  anxiety  are  recorded  for  the  warning  and  instruc¬ 
tion  of  future  ages.  Eli,  being  old  and  full  of  days,  had,"  in  a 
great  measure,  retired. from  active  life,  and  had  likely  promised 
to  himself,  to  spend  the  small  portion  of  his  time  on  earth  wffiich 
remained,  in  eas^  and  honour.  As  a  priest,  as  a  pious  man,  and 
as  a  father,  he  was  anxious  to  know  how  matters  were  managed. 
The  conduct  of  his  successors,  Hophni  and  Phineas,  would  con¬ 
sequently  be  inquired  into.  His  piety  made  him  anxious  that  the 
worsliip  of  his  God  should  be  acceptably  performed.  His  paren¬ 
tal  affections  made  him  equally  anxious  that  his  sons  and  suc¬ 
cessors  should  be  an  honour  and  blessing  ’to  him  and  to  them¬ 
selves — to  the  church  and  to  the  world.  But  how  must  he  have 
been  moi  tilled  and  disappointed,  when,  upon  inquiring;  he  was 
tolcl—^ cll  that  h:s  sons  did  vnto  all  Israel^  and  how  they  lay  'with 
the  ivomen  nvho  assembled  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle •t?/'  the  con- 
gregatio.m*  * 
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To  understand  all  that  is  here  stated,  we  must  attend  to  some 
of  the  preceding  verses/  As  oiir  readers,  therefore,  are  sup¬ 
posed  tohave  bibles  'at  command,  th^y  niay  re^d  verses  12—17. 
The*  sons  of  Eli  :wrere6ons  of  Belial,  men  of  the  mo^t  abandoned 
character — they  ktiertb  not  thelLbrd.  Whatever  speculative  knowl¬ 
edge  they  might  have  had  of  the  perfections  of  God  and  theYorms 
of  worship,  they  knevrnothin^^  of  the  fear  of  God  ruling  in  their 
hearts.  They  were  strangers  to  any  thing  of  God^s  moral  image 
being  stamped  upon  their  soiils.  The  vmole  of  their  practice 
manifested  that  they  were  of  their  father  the  devil.  The  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  their  lusts  was  their  chief,  their  only  object,  while  they 
were  attending  upon  the  duties  of'  the  sanctuary.  The  God  to 
^  whose  service  they  were  devoted,  had  ordained,  that  they  who 
served  at  the  altar,  shoiiM  live  of  the  altar.  Hence,  in  the  divi¬ 
sions  of  the  various  sacrifices  which  were  brought  to  the  altar,  the 
priests. were  allowed  a  share,  large  enough  for  the’  comfortable 
'and  honourable  maintenance  of  themselves  and  their  families. — 
(See  Lev.  vi.  16 — 18  and  26.  Also,  vii.  8  and  9,  !and  31 — 38. 
Also,  Deut.  xviii.  1—8.)  .  But  unsanctified  appetites  have 
no  bbundsl  To  gratify  these,  every  thing,  even  that  which  is 
most  sacred,,  must  contributci  Even  the  fat  of  the  sacrifices, 
that  part ‘which  was  expressly  required  to  be  buint,  (Lev.  vii. 
23  and  25)  and  which  particularly  pointed  out  the  only  atone¬ 
ment — even  this  must  be  carried  to  the  priest^s  table,  and  if  any 
of  the  pious  and  conscientious  offerers  made  any  resistance,  force, 
and  force  accompanied  with  the  insolence  of  a  seiv^ant,  completed 
the  impiety.  Of  all  this  profanity  old  Eli  was  informed. 
This,  we  would  have  thought,  was  enough  to  have  broken  his 
heart.  Yet,  grievous  as  this  was,  it  was  not  all.  It  was  farther 
told  him,  that  they  lay  vfith  the  w$men  xvho  assembled' at  the  door 
of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation.  The  house  *  of  God  was 
thus  literally, made  the  synagogue  of  satan.  In  almost  all  tUe 
Pagan  systems,  of  both  ancient  and  modern  date,  impurities  of 
this  kind'form  an  essential  part  of  worship.  Revelation,  from 
beginning  to  end,  gives  a  proof  of  its  heavenly  origin,  by  declar¬ 
ing  decidedly  against  all  such  impurities.  Had  these  men  been 
priests  of  a  heathen  temple,  their  conduct  would  not  have  been  so 
aggravated.  How  depraved  and  abominably  vile  is  human  na¬ 
ture".  To  have  gone  to  the  harlot^s  houses,  the  cbmmon  prosti¬ 
tutes,  (if  any  such  were  at  that  time)  would  have  been  abominable 
wickedness;  but  to  use  the  influence'’which,  as  priests,  they  had 
ov^ef  those  women  who  were  religiously  inclined,  and  who  had 
devoted  themselves  more  or  less  to  religious. services,  so  as  to  se¬ 
duce  them,  was  such  impurity  as  ivords  caimot  express. 
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Thus  muqh  for  the  conduct  of  these  unfortunate  sons.  Now 
for  the  aged*  father^s  reproof  f  and,  as  our  readers  are  suposed.to 
have  their  b'^bles  before  them,  they  .may  read  v.,  23.  24.  ^M^d  25. 

It  has  been  ^ell  observed  upon  theSe  verses,  that  Eli  must 
have  known  j  something  of  the  profanity  of  his  sons  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time,  with  respect  to  the  sacrifices— »but  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  administered  any  reproof  till  he  was  informed  of 
their  impurity.  Had  he  rebuked  theni,^  as  he  ought  to  have 
done,  for  their  greediness  and  luxury,  this  higher  grade  of  their 
guilt  would  have  been  prevented.  No  person  who  hath  enjoyed 
a  religious  education,  and  who  hath  continued  to  make  some¬ 
thing  of  a  decent  profession  can  tell  how  much  he  and  the  credit 
of  religion  are  indebted  to  early  and  perhaps  severe  reproof. 
The  weeds  which  are  carefully  and  regularly  nipt  in  the  bud 
will  never  be  very  destructive  to  the  vising  blade.— Better,  how¬ 
ever,  late  than  never.  Old  Eli  is  at  last  roused  and  gives  a  re¬ 
reproof ,  or  admonition.  ^  Let  us  attend  to  it.  He  tells  them, 

1st.  That  the  matter  of  fact  was  'too  plain  to  be  denied,  and 
too  public  to  be  concealed.—/  /lear  of  your  evil  doings  ly  all  this 
is  npt  the  surmise  of  one  or  two  ill  disposed*  or  ill  in¬ 
formed — but  ft  is  the  united,  the  public,  the  repeated  testimony 
of  many. — Awful  indeed  is  the  situation  of  those  who  are  .thus 
impudent  in  ihiquitvr— who  commit  openly  and  repeatedly  those 
things  of  w’hich  it  is  a  shame  even  to  speak.  ‘  The  shew  of  ^eir 

*  countenance  doth  , witness  against  them,,  and  tfiey  declare  theh 

*  sin  as  Sodom,  they  hide  it  not:  Woe  unto  their  soul  !*  . 

*2d.  He  tells  them  honestly  of  the  awful  consequence  of  their 

wicked  conduct.  Ye  make^  the  Lord' a  people  to  transgress.  You, 
^  who  should  tuni  men  from  iniquity,  corrupt  rather  than  restrain.. 
On  your  accoimt  men  abhor  the  offerings  of  the  Lord.— Even 
pious  men,  on  your  account,  despise  and  forsake  divine  insti¬ 
tutions.  What  will  the  world  think  of  the  service  of  this 
Lord,  when  they  see  you,  to  whom  this  service  Ts  chiefly 
committed,  so  carnal  and  profane.  Where  are  the  pious  to  go 
to  have  an  atonement  made  for  their ^ souls,  or  to  be  fortified  in 
the  hour  of  temptations,  when  the  very  sacrifices  are,  by  the  avarice 
of  the  priests,  made  the  object  of  rapine  and  the  nourisher  of 
lust,  and  tvhen  female  innocence  is  more  exposed  at  the  door 
of  the  tabernacle,  than  under  the  protection  of  the  most  debauch¬ 
ed  f  You  thus  have  not  only  your  own  personal  sins  to  answer 
for,  but  a  great  deal  of  the  infidelity  and  profanity  of  the  genera¬ 
tion,  and  of  generations  yet  unborn,  are  justly  charged  to  your 
account^  ’  .  * 
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3.  He  pretty  faithfully  states  the  danger  to  which  they  thus 
exposed  theraselves.— If  one  man  sin  against  another  the  judge 
shall  jtidge  him  hut  if  a  man  sin,  against  the  Lord  who  shall  iit- 
treat  for  him^  Had  their  sin  been  a  civil  offence,  or  matter  of 
fraud  and  injustice  only  to  their  fellow  men,  the  judge  and  the 
law  had  appointed  a  penalty,  R^iich  being  paid  or  submitted  to, 
the  guilt  would  have,  been  taken  away.  But  their  offence  was 
so  directly  against  the  Lord,  so  interwoven  with  their  office  as 
priests,  and  particularly  it  was  such  direct  profanation  of  Ahe 
typical  atonement,  that  it  did  not  admit  of  any  remedy. — ^The 
only  atonement  being  deliberately  .  and  repeatedly  rejected 
and  profaned,  none  could  dare  to  stand  up  between  them  and  that 
wrath  of  God,  tO  which  theywere  exposed.  Deplorable  indeed  must 

•  have  been  the  situation  of  these  young  men,  when  their  own 
father,  the  high  priest  of  ^e  nation,  could  not,  or  dared  not,  speak 
a  word  in  their,  behalf  to  the  God  whom  they  had  offended# 
Read,  Num.  xv.  30.  and  Lev,  vii.  25. 

4.  In  fine,  old  Eli,  through  the  whole  of  this  address,  pretty, 
affectionately  expostulates  With  them,  and  beseeches  them  to 
consider  their  stiuation.— IFAj/  do  ye  such  things  ?  Nay,  my  spnsj 
it  is  no  good  report  that  I  hear  of  you\  ,  Are  you  quite  lost  to  a 
sense  of  hpnor  and  interest  as  well  as  of  duty  ?  Whose  example 
do  you  follow  ?  Have  you  any  .solid  and  rational  pleasure '  in 
pursuing  such  courses  ?  How  will  you  answer  to  your  country 
your  own  conscience,  and  to  your  God,  for  such  enormities  ? 

I  ^  S  • 

*  •  ♦  i 

(*fQ  BE  CONTJNUED.J 


LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  AT  THE  BAR. 

<  NO.  III. 

PEAR  SIR,  .  , 

If  Dpet.  .Darwin^s  theorj^  of  the  earth  and  the  generation 
of  animals  be  exceptionable,  what  are  we  to  think  of  his  physio- 
lo^  ?  He  js.  passionately  fond  of  analogy,  and  traces  out  with 
philosophical  minuteness^  almost  every  mental  operation  among 
the  vegetable  tribes,  have  already  seen  the  habits,  the 

amours,  the  fornications,  and  polygamies  of  plants  sung  by  our 
philosophical  poet  in  strains  of  appropriate  rapture.  But  that  is 
not  all.  His  microscopic  eye  can  descry  what  approaches  to 
intelligence  in  the  vegetable  tribes.  In  them  he  perceives  sensi'^ 
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bility,  ifritabillty,  voluntary  power,  and  indeed  every-^hing  but 
instinct^*  Vi  principle  which  can  never  be  admitted  intcl^he  creed 
of  a  minute  philosopher.  The  author^s  mode  of  reasoning  is 
characteristically  marked  in  his  logical  attempt  to  evdnce  that 
plants  are  capable  ol  volition.  ‘  Sleep  consists  in  the  suspension 
of  voluntarj^  power,  but  plants  lleep  ;  therefore  plants  possess 
voluntary  power.  This  is*  truly  syllogistic,  and  by  this  kind  of 
reasoning  idem  fier  idem  it  would  be  wonderful  indeed  if  . a  philoso¬ 
pher  should  ever  want  proof  for  any  thing.'  I  tell  you  the  truth,  sir,* 
when  I  say,  that  for  the  moment,  while  reading  the  Botanic  Gar¬ 
den,  doubts  arose  in  my  mind  as  to  the  propriety  of  using  vegeta¬ 
bles  for  food.  Ere  I  recovered  from  the  reverie  which  held  my 
reason  in  suspense,  1  trembled  to  think  that  perhaps  I  had  been 
guilty  of  the  hoirid  crime  of  devouring  intelligent  beings — and  af¬ 
ter  all  my  pretensions  to  civilization,  was  in  fact  no  better  than  a 
cannibal.  I  need  scarcely  remind  you  of  the  authoris  memorable 
chapter  on  instinct,  and  other  passages  of  his  works,  where  we 
arc  taught  to  regard  the  lowest  grades  of  animated  nature  as  our 
nea^r  of  kin.  Had  I  become  a  convert  to  his  views  I  should  most 
certain^  have  rclused  fore  ver  to  subsist  on  any  thing*  possessed 
of  organic  life,  unless  it  had  first  died,  and  contented  myself  with 
meaner  fare  than  ever  did  the  most  self-denying  anchorite. 

^  These  are,hov/ever,  comparatively,  light  things  to  what  is  to  be 
discovered  iLwe  attend  to  him  as  a  physiologist  and  metaphysi¬ 
cian.  It  is  in  that  character  he  appears  most  formidable,  giving  as  he 
does,  diffusion  and  celebrity  to  opinions  of  unmeasured  malignity 
and  danger.  He  resolves  all  the  phenomena  of  nature  into  the 
following  principles,  namely  :  irritibUity  offihre^  voluntary  fiow- 
er^  the. s/iirit  of  animation^  md  the  fiower  of  association.  The 
impact  of  exteiTial  objects,  or  stimulus  is  the  remote,  as  sensorial 
power  is  the  proximate  cause  of  action  or  motion  in  the  human 
animal.  All  the  changes  occurring  in  the  economy  of  our  na¬ 
ture  are  to  be  accounted  for  from  the  appulse  of  objects  and  front* 
corresponding  irritation,  sensation,  volition,  and  association  in 
the  animal  system.  The  contractions  or  motions  of  the  animated 
fibre,  under  the  impulse  of  stimulus,  are  themselves  oUl-Sdeas,  pas¬ 
sions,  eanofions,  and  affections.^  The  ^voluhtaiy  recollection  and 
the  distrimination  of  ideas  form  that  sublime  faculty  called  rea¬ 
son,  on  which  we  so  much  pride  ourselves.  This  writer  is  far 
from  being  happy  in  his  explanations.  He  has  not  given  a  lumin¬ 
ous  display.lb  his  subject.  His  scheme  is  a  labyrinth  of  confu¬ 
sion  and  difficulty,  from  which  there  is* no  outlet.  You  scarcely, 
know  when  you  arc  possessed  of  his  ideas,  and  consequently  the 
task  is  not  easy  to  trace  a  correct  outline  of  them.,  One  thing 


r  • 

LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  AT  THE  BAR.  71 

liowever  is  certaw,  that  we  meet  with  motion  in  evcrj^  part  of  his 
systtmi.  Idea  is  motion,  is  the  configuration  or  the  shaping  of 
the  muscle  to  the  object ;  sensation  is  motion  ;  memory,  or  the 
recollection  of  id^as,  is  motion ;  reasoh,  orthecoihparisonof  ideas, 
is.  motion— ill  is  motion.  .  Every  operation  of  mind  is  but  the 
motion  of  a  stimulated  muscle,  or  the  changes  resulting  from  it. 
But,  as  I  mean  to  state  only,  not  to  discuss,  the  doctrine  of  mind 
and  animal  life  as  delivered  by  Doct.  Darwin,  (and  indeed  any 
thing  more  would  be  wholly  unnecessary,)  I  therefore  go  on  to 
observe  that  his  theory  has  not  the  slightest  claim  to  novelty,  not 
the  most  distant  title  to  originality.  The  same  detestable  opini¬ 
ons  have  been  again  and  again  obtruded  upon  the  world.  The 
oscillations  or  vibrations  of  nerve  from  the  appulse  of  external 
olijects  is  the  soul  of  Doct.  Hartley’s  system,  published  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century;^  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hobbes  of  Malms- 
bury,  who  flourished  (if  my  memory  be  correct)  more  than  a 
century  before  Hartley,  had  avowed  the  doctrine  of  materialism, 
and  deli\^red  in  substance,  the  same  views  of  mental  operation 
with  Doct.  Darwin.^  I  will  select  a  few  passages  from  his  wri¬ 
tings,  to  evince  the  truth  of  what  I  have  now  stated.  He  defines 
knowledge  to  be  nothing  but  a  tumult  of  the  mind,  raised  by 
exteri^l  things  pressing  the  organical  parts  of  the  man’s  body.^f 
He  is  still  more  explicit  when  he  mentions  that  cogitation,,  in¬ 
tellection  and  volition,  are  really  nothing  else  but  local  motion  m 
the  inward  parts  of  the  brain  and  the  heart,*’  or,  that  mind  it¬ 
self  is  toothing  but  motion  in  the  inward  parts  of  an.  organ¬ 
ized  body,”  mens  est  nihil  aliud  jireter  quam^  motus  in  partibus 
quibtisdam  corporis  organici.\  Neither  w  as  the  philosophy  of 
Hobbes  new.  It  was  out  a  transcript  of  ancient  materialism, 
which  maintained,  that  sensation,  thought,  and  every  mental  af¬ 
fection,  were  produced  by  the  impact  of  imperceptibly  fine  ima¬ 
ges  {Eidold)  emanating  from  external  bodies,  and  falling  upon 
the  brain  and  nerves.  Leucippus. and  Democritus  determined 
that,  as  well  Noesis  as  aisthesis^  mental  cogitation  as  external  sen  - 

*‘It  ought  to  be  stated,  in  reference  to  Dr.  Hartley,  that  however 
unfriendly  his  system  might  be  to  the  Christian  religion,  he,  most 
probably  did  not  realize  its  consequences,  and  always  professed  an 
ardent  attachment  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Saviour. 

t  Hobbes’  Leviathan,  Caput  31;  and  Elements  De  Give,  Cap.  IS, 
vide  Physic— Cap.  xxv.  and  Leviathan  pt.  1,  Cap.  i.  &  ii. 

}  See,  Cud  worth’s' Intel.  Syst.  rol.  3,  page  761. 
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*•  •  .  *  • 
satiortj  was  caused  by  certain  corp^^red  idols,  coming  from  bo‘ 

dies  without ;  since  neither  sensation  nor  cogitation  could  other¬ 
wise  possibly  be  produced.  And  thus  does  Leucretius  also  re¬ 
present  the  sense  of  these  atheistical  philosophers,  that  the  tfluvia 
Irom  bodies  called  idols,  were  "the  only  causUs  of  aLthe  motions, 
passions,  and  affections,  and  e\'dn  the  very  volitions  of  the  soul.** 
But  others  there  wjere  amongst  the  ancient  atoitnsts,  who  could 
not  conceive  sensations  themselves  to  be  thus  .caused  by  corpo¬ 
real  effluvia,  or  exuvious  membranes  streaming  from  bodies  con* 
tinually,  and  that  for  divers  reasons  alledged  by  them,  but  only 
by  a  pressure  from  them  upon  the  optic  nerve,  by  r^  ason  of  the 
intermedious  air,  or  aether,  (being  that  which  is  called  light, 
whereby  the  distant  olyect  was  touched  and  fell ;)  hoion  dia  bak^ 
terias  as  it  were  by  a  staff.  Which  hypothesis  concerning  the 
corporeal  part  of  sense,  is  indeed  much"  more  ingenious'  and  a- 
grecable  to  reason  than  the  former.  But  the  atheifccrs  of  this  atomo- 
logy,  as  they  supposed  sense  to  be  nothing  else  but  such  a  pressure 
from  bodies  without ;  so  did  they  conclude  imagination  aid  mental 
cogitation  to  be  but  the  reliques  and  remainders  of  those  motions 
of  sense  formerly  made,  and  conserved  afterwards  in  the  brain, (»i|ce 
the  tremulous  vibrations  of  a  clock  or  bell,  after  the  striking  of 
the  hammer,  or  the  rolling  of  the  waves  after  that  the  wind  is  ceas¬ 
ed)  melting,  fading  and  decaying  insensibly,  by  degrees.  So 
that,  according  to  these,  knowledge  and  understanding  is  nothing 
but  failing  and  decaying  sense  ;  and  all  our  volitions  but  m^- 
chanick  motions^  caused from  the  actions  or  trusions  of  bodtes  .up^ 
on  us,*  From  Lucretius  also,  it  appears  that  those  ancient  philo¬ 
sophers  all  believed  that  mind,  intelligence  and  reason,  were  ap¬ 
pendices  of  human  shape  ;  or,  in  other  words,  were  solely  the  re¬ 
sult  of  organization  in  the  body  of  maiu 

Sensus  jungitur  omnis  ,  »  . 

Visceribus,  nervis,  venis  quxeunque  videmus*  ^ 

Mollia  mortali  consistere  corpore  creta.t 

Such,  sir,  was  the  ancient  Epicurean,  or  Atomic  philosophy; 
and  the  doctrines  of  the  modern  school  are  really  nothing  more 
than  a  modification  of  the  same  thing.  It  is  true,  we  do  not 
meetwith  the  same  modes  and  forms  of  description— we  do  not 
meet  with  such  phrases  as  stimulus^  irritibility^  semtrtdl  power ^ 
and  the  like  ;  but  we  see,  in  reality,  the  same  leading  dogma 

*  Cudworth*s  Intellect.  Syst,  yol.  3.  p.  850,  85 1, 
t  Liber  1.  verse,903,  &c. 
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that  mind  is  associated  with,  or  results  from,  a  certain  or¬ 
ganic  make,  and  that  thought,  sensation,  passion  and  volition, 
are  but  internal  motions  of  the  animated  fibre  or  muscle,  answer¬ 
ing  to  the  appulses  of  external  objects.  This  is  equally  the  the¬ 
ory  of  Leucippus,  Democritus  and  Fpicurus,  among  the  an¬ 
cients;  and  of  Hobbes,  Helvetius  and  Darwin,  of  modern  times.  I 
never  read  works  of  this  sort,  and  particularly  Dr.  Darw  in*s,  with-  ’ 
out  feeling  a  kind  of  involuntary  horror  and  pensiveness  creep 
upon  me.  I  experience,  at  that  moment,  a  sensation  similar  to 
what  would  arise  were  I  stepping  out  of  existence.  Reason  for 
a  while  quits  her  hold  on  the  mind,  and  the  idea  of  annihilation 
strikes  a  chillness  and.  terror  through  my  soul,  which,  for  the 
time,  renders  me  truly  wretched.  I  see  my  nature  unnitched 
from  that  honorable  station  in  the  temple  of  existence,  which  I 
had  always  thought  it  occupied,  and  brought  down  to  an  equalit}^ 
with  the  meanest  reptile.  That  proud,  that  noble  part  of  me, 
which  I  had  supposed  was  immaterial  and  indistructible  by 
death,  is  snatched  from  my  clinging  embrace;  my  connection 
with,  my  affinity  for  futurity,  seems  to  flit  away  as  the  idle  scenes 
of  a  vision  ;  while  the  darkness  of  an  everiasting  night  seems  to 
thicken  around  the  tomb  ;  and  the  God  whom  I  had  hoped  would 
be  my  support  in  the  article  of  dying,  and  conduct  my  exulting 
Steps  to  a  destination  of  glory  and  felicity,  is  tom,  cruelly  tom, 
from  my  ardent  grasp,  and  that  forever.  A  full  belief  of  this 
philosophy j  would  be  to  me  the  cavern  of  Trophonius ;  having  en« 
tered  it  once,  I  should  smile  no  more.  Against  this  melancholy 
train  of  thought.  Dr.  Darwin  affects  to  guard  his  reader,  in  some 
passages  of  his  works;  but  I  defy  any  man  of  reflection  to  adopt 
his  principles  and  avoid  scepticism;  and  I  am  sure  no  person, 
possessing  sensibility,  can  peruse  his  writings  and  not  feel  gloomy 
and  miserable.  He  tells  us  very  gi  avely,  ‘‘  that  he  leaves  the  » 
consideration  of  the  immortal  part  of  us,  which  is  the  object 
of  religion,  to  those  who  treat  of  religion  which  would 
seem  to  imply  a  belief  on  his  part,  that  there  exists  with¬ 
in  us  a  principle  whose  character  and  make  is  superior  to 
the  spirit  of  animation:  but  this  avails  little,  while  he  proceeds 
to  account  for  every  operation  of  mind,  by  the  last  mentioned 
principle.  Our  hope,  love,  joy,  admiration,  fear,  and  even  pas¬ 
sions  of  a  higlier  order,  such  as  religious  affections,  and  devotion¬ 
al  elevation,  are  made  to  result  from  it.  So  that  if  we  do  indeed 
possess  a  principle  more  noble  than  sensorial  power,  and  its  col¬ 
lateral  faculties,  as  detailed  in  the  writings  of  this  philosopher, 
there  is  no  room  left  for  its  exercise,  nor  the  least  opportur.ity 
given  ior  ghostly  speculation  concerning  its  capacities  and  optra- 
TtL.  I.  R 
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tions.  A  very  insulting  compliment  to  the  priesthood  tnily  I  A  soul 
without  operations,  and  without  use  !  Nor,  is  this  all  that  revolts 
me  in  Dr.  Darwin^sy^zV/f.  ^ 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  though  he  endues  the  spirit  of 
animation  with  a  capability  of  existence  separate  from  the  body,' 
yet  he  tells  us  that  he  means  only  by  it  that  animal  life,  which 
mankind  possesses  in  common  w  ith  brutes,  and  in  some  degree 
with  vagetablesfc*  .He  seems  to  allow,  also  with  St.  Paul  and 
Malbranch,  that  the  ultimate,  cause  of  all  motion  is  immaterial^ 
that  is  God  ;  yet  such  a  supposition  is  perfectly  irfeconcileable 
with  a  position  which  he  has  taken  with  respect  to  the  spirit  of 
animation  to  prove  its  materiality  and  solidity.  It  is  this  :  No 
two  things  can  iiijluence  or  affect  each  other  which  have  not  some 
property  common  to  both  of  themJ^\  ,  Let  this  position  be  admit¬ 
ted,  with  the  author’s  reasonings  from  it,  and  I  have  no  hesitation 
to  say  that  the  doctrine  of  St.  Paul  and  Malbranch  must  be  yiel¬ 
ded  as  utterly  indefensible.  Itwdllthen  as  certainly  follow  that  the 
ullimate  cause  of  motion,  namely  God,  is  material,  as  that  senso¬ 
rial  powder  is  so.  Where  the  n  is  the  God  of  nature?  Alas,  the  me¬ 
lancholy  argument  leave  s  us  w  ithout  God,  and  w  ithout  hope 
in  the  world.”  (iood  Heavens!  what  kind  cf  feelings  could 
this  man  have  had,  to  spend  a  whole  life,  and  infinite  labour,  in 
propagating  a  system  dishonourable  to  human  nature,  and  ruin¬ 
ous  to  hope — a  system  wholly  unworthy  the  name  of  truth,  and 
deserving  nothing  better  than  to  be  spurned  as  a  mere  vox  pecu- 
dis^  a  scheme  worthy  only  of  brutality.  How  degrading,  to  ad¬ 
mit,  that  all  our  thoughts,  sentiments*  and  passions,  however  refin¬ 
ed  or  elevated,  are  nothing  more  than  the  re-actions  or  vibrations 
of  an  excited  animal  fibre — to  admit  that  the  finest,  the  most  sub¬ 
lime,  I  was  going  to  add,  celestial  emotions  of  the  human  breast, 
are  really  nothing  but  slight  convulsions  ?  Who  that  values  him¬ 
self,  exults  in  existence,  and  solaces  himself  with  hope,  can  cre¬ 
dit  a  scheme  so  debasing,  so  humbling  to  man?  Did  I  not  know, 
from  commerce  with  the  world,  how  fallible  man  is,  and  how  un¬ 
wittingly  he  sometimes  errs,  I  would  at  once  pronounce  cold¬ 
blooded  indiiference,  the  grand,  the  only  pre-requisite  for  the  be¬ 
lief  of  such  a  system.  It  has  been  long  fashionable  with  winters 
of  a  certain  cast,  to  exalt  the  powers  and  capacities  of  other  animals, 
while  they  depress  'those  of  man.  -  There  is  an  affectation  of  hu¬ 
mility  consisting  in  the  prostration  of  human  dignity,  which  this 
sort  of  philosophers  profess  to  ad  mire  as  the  very  essence  of  virtue. 
I  have  been  much  struck  with  the  zeal  and  even  dh)Otion  with 
which  Bollingbrooke  touches  on  this  subject.  He  paints,  in 

.  *  ZooMm.  vol.  1,  p.  90.  t  Page  35,  36., 
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Strokes  of  the  most  rich  and  glowing  eloquence,  the  littleness,  the 
poverty,  the  nothingness  of  his. nature,  and  affects  to  put  on  as 
much  humility  as  if  he  were  a  thing  ensky'd  and  sainted.*’  It  is 
also  in  the  style  of  philosophical  hu^nility,  that  Dr.  Darwin  ex¬ 
claims,  ‘‘  go  proud  reasoner,  and  call  the  worm  thy  system  j**  and 
again, 

“  Stoop  selfish  pride,  survey  thy  kindred  forms, 

‘‘  Thy  lirother  emmets,  and  thy  sister  worms.** 

Such  humility  is  no  virtue,  but  the  opposite.  That  sentiment, 
which  has  for  its  object  the  depression  of  our  nature,  and  its  hu¬ 
miliation  in  the  scale  of  being,  on  a  comparison  with  things  a- 
round  us,  can  only  operate  to  the  destruction  of  vii  tue,  and  affords 
no  interest  but  to  the  vicious.  It  is  what  the  sagacious  Cud- 
worth  calls  slandering  and  vUlainiz  'ing  human  nature^**  and  can¬ 
not  fail  to  have  a  fatal  effect  on  the  virtue  and  happiness  of  soci-“ 
ety.  It  operates  alike  dreadfully  on  the  moral  sense,  on  hope, 
and  on  government.  When  man  has  lost  the  consciousness  of 
his  own  worth,  of  his  destinatipn,  and  of  his  relation  to  the  Deity, 
and  drops  into  the  grade  of  reptiles,  the  moral  sense  is  destroy¬ 
ed,  or  rendered  feeble  in  its  exercises  ;  a  belief  in  immortality 
and  future  accountableness,  is  erased  from. the  mind,  and  every 
proud  column  supporting  the  fabric  of  virtue  or  hope,  is  subvert¬ 
ed  forever.  Under  such  prospects,  it  is  in  vain  that  you  speak  of 
government.  If  you  make  man  a  creature  of  organization  only; 
if  you  teach  him  that  the  various  movements  of  his  proud  mind 
are  nothing  but  the  oscillations  of  a  strung  nerve,  you,  in  effect, 
teach  him  to  look  upon  the  present  moment  as  the  most  impor¬ 
tant,  nay,  the  only  absolute  point  of  existence— you  teach  him  to 
live  but  for  to-day — you  teach  him  .to  regard  the  grave  as  the 
wreck  of  dissolving  humanity,  the  limit  of  being,  and  of  hope,  and 
that  the  highest  style  of  man  is,  to  live — ^to  die — to  dissolve — to 
be  forgotten  like  sister  worms.  How  will  you  apply- morals  to 
this  ephemeral  existence?  How  will  you  bind  the  conscience, 
and  lay  the  passions  under  restraint?  No,  you  extinguish  moral 
sentiment, you  annihilate  the  only  efficient  motive  to  moral  action, 

I  mean  future  responsibility;  and  you  cannot  fail  to  observe  the 
death  of  hope,  and  the  subversion  of  government,  in  the  depres¬ 
sion  of  our  nature,  and  the  extinction'of  moral  principle.  Ima¬ 
gine,  sir,  such  sentiments  to  become  generally  diffused  through 
society;  imagine  the  mass  of  the  people  to  be  in  the  habit  of  de¬ 
preciating  themselves,  and  contracting  the  measure  of  their  ex¬ 
istence,  and  what  have  you  to  expect,  but  an  universal  depravation 
of  morals;  the  subversion  of  peace,  order,  and  liberty;  the  riotous 
career  of  destructive  anarchy;  and,  ultimately,  the  sullen,  dreary 
reign  of  despotism. 
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But  waving  general  applications  of  the  subject^  let  me  ask,  can 
your  own  bosom  bear  the  shock  of  such  a  system,  as  is  that  just 
delineated?  Can  you  give  up  entirely,  and  forever,  the  ravishing 
sentiment  of  that  dignity  and  ennobling  worth,  which  is  impress¬ 
ed  upon  our  nature  by  the  doctrine  of  Immortality?  Can  you, 
with  rude  hand,  tear  from  your  breast  that  eager  desire,  that  rest¬ 
less  panting  after  another  and  superior  stale  of  being  and  happi¬ 
ness,  w  hich  has  always,  and  from  the  dawn  of  existence,  inhabit¬ 
ed  it?  Will  you  consent  that  those  lofty  speculations,  those 
rapturous  views  of  the  sublime  and  beautiful,  those  elevated  senti¬ 
ments  of  virtue  and  moral  excellence,  those  powers  and  capaci¬ 
ties  which  seem  to  indicate  an  infinite  progression  of  mental  im¬ 
provement,  •  those  brilliant  movements  of  fancy,  thdse  sublime 
and  glowing  strains  of  eloquence,  which  are  now  so  remarkable  in 
the  human  creature,  shall  in  death  be  extinguished,  destroyed, 
lost  forever?  Can  you  be  reconciled  to  resign  yourself  the  tro¬ 
phy  of  the  grave,  the  prey  of  annihilation.  Annihilation! — The 
very  sound  is  more  than  death!  Look  at  that  bed  of  dissolving 
humanity,  where  the  disciple  of  atheism  is  about  to  expire?  Alas, 
poor  man,  he  feels  himself  dropping  into  dust;  his  powers,  his  ca¬ 
pacities,  his  enjoyments,  his  hopes,  his  prospects  are  fast  retiring, 
to  return  no  more:  to  him  the  king  of  terrors  puts  on  his  most 
dismaying  aspect,  and  the  grave,  fell  thing,  forbids  the  hope  of 
reprieve!  All  before  him  is  desolation  and  the  reign  of  the 
shadow  of  death*  What  chilling  terror  strikes  through  his  soul! 
What  insupportable  horror  overwhelms  him,  and  paints  its  dis¬ 
tortion  in  his  perturbed  visage!  What  looks  of  anxiety  and  des* 
pondcnce  does  he  not  cast  on  the  mourners  around  his  hopeless 
bed*  In  an  agony  of  distress,  and  infuriate  with  anguish,  he 
wrings  his  hands^  and  would  cry  for  help,  but  despair  choaks  his 
utterance! — Is  this  fiction,  sir?  Look  then  at  the  demise  of  the 
pWlosopher  of  Femey,  and  it  will  inform  you.*  But  I  presume  too 
long  on  your  patience,  and  wait  to  say,  only,  if  you  would  secure 
to  your  ardent  embrace,  in  a  dying  hour,  a  hope  full  of  immortali¬ 
ty,  exile  from  your  bosom  the  cheerless,  the  desolating  philoso- 
l)hy  Dr.  Darwin,  and  replace  it  wdth-^TiiE  gospel  of  jEsus.f 

With  sentiments  of  esu-em  and  friendship,  I  am,  sir,  yours,  &r. 

•No  fact  is  better  attested  than  the  melancholy  death  of  M.  De 
Voltaire.  It  shall  be  our  business  in  some  future  number  to  place 
the  history  of  that  event  before  our  readers.-r-DDixs. 

t  Itis.the  part  ofeandor,  no  less  than  of  truth,  to  state,  that  on  account 
of  its  having  too  much  the  aspect  of  political  discussion,  the  conclu¬ 
ding  paragraph  of  the  above  letter  has  been  composed  anew  by  the 
«^uthor.  LEONTINE. 
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A  REVIEW  OF  MR.  WILSON’S  PAMPHLET,  &c. 

fcOSCLODBD  FROM  LAST  NUMBER )  ^ 

One  topic  of  abuse  which  figures  in  these  kindred  produc¬ 
tions,  is  that  of  preaching  for  money.  The  Useful  DisC'  vert 
introduces  hurdened  sinners^  as  making  this  inference  from  the 
doctrine  of  divine  decrees  :  Therefore  all  our  diabolical  works 
of  darkness/(as  they  arc  so  phrased)  are  as  much  the  object  of 
divine  decrees,  as  sermons  for  salaries^  or  preaching  the  gospel 
onlv  where  it  will  fetch  the  moat  money. p.  5.  The  author  of 
Daoon,  setting  a  price  on  his  paltry  rhymes,  affects  to  think  it 
greatly  lower  for  the  people 

Than  to  give  five  dollars  for  a  Sermon.”  p.  12. 

In  another  place,  having,  with  the  honesty  which  distinguishes 
him,  stated  it  as  a  doctrine  of  Calvinism,  that  God  had  given  in 
fee  simple  the  many  of  human  kind  to  the  devil,  he  adds, 

p  <<  If  satan  be  not  easy  then, 

He’s  greedy  like  those  salary-men  ; 

Who  are  content  with  all  the  fleece^ 

Without  the  carcase,  souls,  or  peace.”  p.  22. 

To  whom,  or  to  what,  these  undefined  n-proaches  are  to  bo 
referred,  is  not  a  matter  of  much  concern;  but  that  they  are  con¬ 
ceived  in  the  style  of  the  lowest  and  most  vulgar  infidelity,  is  ea¬ 
sily  made  out.  Look  into  the  writings  of  infidels  of  the  inferior 
orders,  and  you  will  see  enough  of  such  abuse.  Intelligent  un¬ 
believers  never  sto«>p  to  a  thing  so  base  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
considering  salaries  as  matters  of  strict  justice,  they  generally  pay 
their  money  with  a  liberality  and  promptitude  highly  honourable 
and  praiseworthy.  And  yet  we  have  Christians  who,  stimulated 
with  a  desire  to  depress  a  rival  sect,  and  elevate  their  own  party 
on  its  ruins,  do  not  scruple  to  clamour  and  hoot  at  salaries  and 
salary  men.  Christiana^  did  we  say? — That  sacred  appellation  is 
recalled!  Can  they  be  Christians  who  can  herd  with  the  lowest 
grades  of  infidel  life,  in  heaping  rude  censure  on  the  ministers  of 
Christ,  for  receiving  stipend,  or  even  taking  some  pittance  for  a 
sermon,  which  is  the  voluntary  offering  of  a  grateful  people?  Can 
they  be  Christians  who  can  depreciate,  ridicule,  or  contemn  a  law 
ofj  esus  Christ?  With  much  solemnity  has  he  decreed,  that  his 
evangelists  should  have  a  living  stipend — “  Even  so  hath  the 
Lord  ^^rdained  that  they  who  preach  the  gospel  shall 
LIVE  OF  THE  GOSPEL.”  Such  is  the  high  and  awful  ordination 


HEVTKW'. 


of  Jehovah  Jesus,  and  let  all  those  who  arrogantly  or  wan¬ 
tonly  reviles  his  ministers,  for  wishing  to  act  in  conformity 
to  this  the  xvill  of  their  Saviour,  or  those  who  teach  others  to  do 
so,  know  that  they  have  really  no  claim  to  the  Christian  name,  and 
that  without  repentance  they  will  sooner  oi  later  have  a  serious 
reckoning  to  make. 

Though  it  is  not  definitely  stated  who  these  salary-wen  are, 
yet,  from  the  connection,  one  thing  at  least  is  clear,mamely,  tnat 
they  are  all  Calvinistic  preachers;  and  under  that  name  and  des¬ 
cription,  are  included  the  larger  share  of  Baptist  preachers,  the 
whole  of  the  clergy  belonging  to  the  several  orders  of  Presbyte¬ 
rians  in  the  western  country,  as  the  Covenanters,  Seceders,  the 
Associate  Reformed,  the  German  Calvinist  church,  and  the 
Presbyterians,  strictly  so  called;  and,  if  we  may  judge  from  their 
creed,  which  is  decidedly  Calvinistic,  the  clergy  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Well,  at  what  amount  may  the  salaries  of  preachers 
among  these  different  sects  be  stated?  With  respect  to  the  sala¬ 
ries  of  the  Baptist  preachers,  we  are  not  informed;  but,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  those  of  the  clergy  belonging  to  the  other  sects,  we  are  able 
to  state  with  certainty,  that  if  a  few  churches,  in  whicli-the  salary  of 
the  pastors  may  be  estimated  at  400  or  500  dollars,  be  excepted,  the 
amount  of  stipend  for  each  individual  minister  will  be  found  to 
fluctuate  between  the  extreme  sums  of  20  dollars  and  200  per 
annum.  Indeed,  some  of  these  much  abused  men  have  really  no 
salary  at  all;  and  to  support  their  families,  literally  ‘labour,  work¬ 
ing  with  their  own  hands.*  See  then  the  monstrous  salaries 
w  hich  have  furnished  so  fruitful  a  theme  of  ironical  allusion  and 
acrimonious  invectiv^e  to  persons  of  a  certain  religious  or  rather 
irreligious  temperament. 

But  are  these  our  ghostly  accusers  without  sin^  who  thus 
throw  the  first  stone?  Have  we,  in  their  very  benevolent  doings, 
a  display  of  that  heroism  of  charity,  which  knows  no  other  mo¬ 
tive  in  preaching  the  gospel,  but  the  love  of  souls  only?  The  re¬ 
verse  of  this.-7-They  neither  live  on  air,  like  the  fabled  cameleon, 
nor  do  they  eat  angels  food,  nor  yet  do  they  “  labour,  working 
with  their  hands** — But  they  live  notwithstanding,  and  therefore 
must  take  money*  Consequently,  in  these  reproaches  which  they 
utter  against  others,  the  crime  of  hypocrisy  is  complicated  with 
that  of  evil  speaking.  In  the* connection  to  which  Messrs,  the 
Epistolarian  and  the  Rhymester  belong,  stipend  is  taken,  and  we 
presume  they  have  received  theirs  like  other  men.  Every  trav¬ 
elling' preacher  has  the  sum  of  S80  and  his  travelling  expenses 
annually  allowed  him;  and  lately,  as  we  are  informed,  there  has 
been  superadded,  the  privilege  of  appropriating  to  his  personal 
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benefit,  all  the  presents  which  he  may  happen  to  receive.  And  eve¬ 
ry  preacher  with  a  family,  has,  in  addition  to  his  own  proper  al¬ 
lowance,  the  sum  of  gSO  annually  settled  upon  his  wife,  5S16  bn 
every  child  under  seven  years  of  age,  and  S24  on  each  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  that  are  above  seven  and  under  14  years  old.  Suppose, 
then,  an  itinerant  preacher  to  have^  wife  and  eight  children,  of 
whom  three  are  below  the  age  of  A^ven,  and  the  rest  below  the 
age  of  fourteen  years.  With  the  usual  allowances,  and  g50  for 
travelling  expenses,  his  salary  will  amount  to  8378  per  annum; 
which  sum,  independently  of  the  presents  he  may  obtain,  is  con¬ 
siderably  a  better  stipend  than  is  usually  promised^  much  less  paid, 
to  nine- tenths  of  the  Calvinistic  clergy  whose  salaries  have  come 
to  our  knowledge;  indeed,  it  is  superior  to  the  best  salaries  a- 
mong  us,  inasmuch  as  it  has  the  great  advantage  of  being  entire¬ 
ly  secure,  and  not  subject  to  the  changes  and  defalcations  inci^ 
dent  to  salaries  raised  by  subscription.  Besides,  it  merits  atten¬ 
tion,  tnat  in  the  sect  we  are  speaking  of,  the  superannuated,  worn 
out,  and  supernumerary  preachers,  as  well  as  their  wives,  wi¬ 
dows,  or  orphans,  hare  the  same  allowances  annually  made  for 
them,  as  those  above  mentioned.*  Ought  it  then  to  be  deemed 
strange,  if  men  of  limited  prospects  in  life  admit  their  motives  in 
other  respects  to  be  the  very  best,  should  sigh  for  the  neat  annual 
stipend  of  three  hundred  or  more  dollars,  as  theii  families  may  be 
more  or  less  numerous,  with  the  additional  presents  which  may, 
in  the  event  of  popularity,  (a  thing  not  difficult  to  attain  as  times 
now  go)  become  prequisites  of  no  inconsiderable  value?  On  the 
other  hand,  would  it  not,  as  public  sentiment  now  shapes  itself, 
be  quite  a  phenomenon  in  the  world,  should  men  of  talents  and 
science,  whose  presence  at  the  bar,  or  in  other  secular  employ¬ 
ments,  would  infallibly  secure  an  ample  income,  elevation  and 
fame,  forego  all  the^e  prospects  of  emolument  and  distinction,  to 
devote  themselves  through  life  to  the  office  of  the  ministry,  with 
the  humble  stipend  of  one  or  two  hundred  dollars,  and  thus  incur 
all  those  heavy  ills  which  are  incident  to  a  life  of  want,  and  the 
still  more  dreadful  prospect  of  the  total  and  absolute  dereliction 
©f  themselves  and  their  families,  when  they  are  worn  down  with 
toil,  become  superannuated,  or  die?  Yet  there  are  such  men,  and 
were  the  history  of  their  sufferings  h  corro  ws  but  half  read,  it  would 
excite  the  surprize  and  pity  even  of  their  enemies.  Sufferings 
and  sorrows!  Yes,  such  they  would  indeed  be,  were  it  not  that 
*  the  Lor  J  tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb!^  were  it  not  that 

*  See  Doctrines  and  JDiscipline  9f  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
iburch;  p.  203,  202. 
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do 

a  blessed  power  from'  the  Heavens  transforms  their  afflictions  to 
jovi  Sind  moulds  a  character  which  has  always  been  an  enigma  in  the 
world-— ‘‘  as  sorrowful^  yet  alway  rejoicings  as  poor^  yet  making 
many  rich;  as  having  nothing^ani  yet  posaessing^all things And 
shall  these  self-denying  men,  who,  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel,  are 
casting  themselves  one  the  promise  and  care  of  him 

,  i 

«  - - ——That  doth  the  ravens  feed, 

Yea,  providently  caters  for  the  sparrow,*^ 

are  making  such  sacrifices  of  prospect  and  estimation  in  the 
world,  are  undergoing  such  appalling  difficulties^  are  looking  po¬ 
verty  and  the  future  dereliction  of  families  fairly  in  the  face;  shall 
they  be  stigmatized  as  salary  men  and  money  preachers?  Shall 
'  they  be  held  up  to  the  scorn  and  contempt  of  the  world,  as 
wretches  so  detestably  wicked,  as  to  care  only  for  the  fleece  and 
not  for  the  salvation  of  the  flock  committed  to  their  pastoral  care? 
Shall  their  doctrines  and  motives  be  exhibited  in  features  of  ex¬ 
treme  distortion,  and  with  insulting  mockerj^,  to  the  derision  and 
detestation  of  every  human  being  in  the  western  country?  And 
all  this  by  tongues  and  ^en^iirofessedly  christian^hy  anonymous 
libels,  thrown  upon  the  public  through  an  invisible,  but  as  it 
would  seem,  systematic  agency,  and  afterwards  carried  into  dif¬ 
fusive  circulation  with  the  privity,  connivance,  and  active  aid  of 
persons  professing  singular  sanctity  of  manners,  as  well  as  singu¬ 
lar  purity  of  doctrine*.  Can  fancy  figure  conduct  .more  unfit, 
more  insufferable  than  this? 

We  are  happy  to  know,  that  in  this  mystery  of  iniquity^  the 
great  body  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  have  not  participa¬ 
ted.  It  is  the  work,  wx  are  told,  oi  individuals,  and  individuals 
too,  who  had  been  solemnly  advised  to  act  otherw  ise,  by  the  most 
enlightened  and  respectable  members  of  their  own  society.— 
With  conscious  pleasure  we  record  a  fact,  Which,  while  it  ex¬ 
onerates  that  church  from  the  charge  of  having  any  agency  in  the 
production  of  these  libds,  reflects  a  deeper  shade  of  guilt  on  the 
conduct  of  persons  who  were  concerned  in  writing,  publishing,  of 
circulating  them,  inasmuch  as  they  sinned  against  the  tamings 
of  their  brethren,  as  wall  as  the  light  of  divine  truth'  and  the 
claims  of  charity.  But  what  still  more  remarkably  enhances  the 
guilt  of  those  persons,  is,  that  they  have  done  all  this  in  open  vi¬ 
olation  of  a  statute  of  the  Methodist  church,  passed  in  confer- 

*  To  publish  and  vend  secretly  1000  copies,  the  number  struck  is 
the  second  edition  of  the  Useful  Discovery^  required  fi  combined  ef* 
fort,  and  no  inconsiderable  esertions. 
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«ncc  some  years  ago,  to  prevent  the  publishing  and  vending 
such  obnoxious  productions.  This  fact  also  does  honour  to  that  ‘  # 

church,  and  guards  her  reputation  against  the  censure  which  de¬ 
servedly  falls  upon  those  persons  ' who  have  been  the  agents  in 
this  nefarious  business. 

We  wish  it  also  to  be  understood,  that  in  any  thing  now  said, 
we  are  far  from  censuring  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  the  Methch- 
dist  Episcopal  Church.  On  the  contrar)",  we  cordially  approve  of 
the  zeal  and  energy  manifested  by  that  society  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  a  support  to  their  clergy.  Particularly,  a  sensibility  to 
justice  and  gratitude  receives  a  noble  display  in  the  provision  , 
which  is  made  by  that  sect  for  the  worn  down  and  su¬ 
perannuated  ministers  of  the  gospel,  as  well  as  for  the  wi-. 
dows  and  orphans  of  such  faithful  servants,,  when  they  shall 
have  been  ‘  brought  to  the  grave,  and  the  clods  of  the  valley  shall 
be  sweet  unto  them.^  What  pleasure  would  it  not  give  us  to  be  able 
to  congratulate  other  Christian  societies  of  our  country,  on  similar 
traits  of  justice,  gratitude  and  generosity  in  their  institutions,  for 
the  maintainance  of  their  preachers?  but,  alas,  this  is  not  permitted 
—there  are  no  such  institutions!— It  is  here  we  see  the  crime  of 
alas,  too  many  Calvinistic  churches,  and  while  they  neglect  or  fail 
to  observe  the  law  of  their  Lord,  which  directs  a  living  sala¬ 
ry  for  his  preachers,  let  theni  tremble  at  the  approaching  visita-  ' 
tions  of  that  justice  which  will  not  tolerate  but  punish  sin  even  in 
the  professing  people  of  God.  ‘  B.  hold,  the  hire  of  the  labourers 
who  have  reaped  down  your  fields,  which  is  of  you  kept  back  by 
fraud,  crieth:  and  the  cries  of  them  who  have' reaped  are  enterea 
intol  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth.V  Awful  words! — Where 
gudt  like  this  lies  upon  a  church,  unatoned  and  unremitted,  they 
may  look  out  for  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing. 

^  We  conclude,  with  observing,  that  we  desire,  no  controversy  with 
Methodists,  or  any  other  denomination  of  Christians.  To  give 
rise  to  litigation  and  multiply  disputes,  is  by  no  means  the  intent 
of  this  periodical  w'ork.  We  even  regret  the  existence  of  those 
facts,  which  have  given  occasion  to  the  foregoing  remarks.  We 
have  no  other  interest,  no  other  object,  than  to  promote  what  we 
bgjieve  to  be  truth,  and  guard  it  against  misrepresentation;  and, 
in  doing  this,  we.  wish  so  to  act,  and,  if  possible,  induce  others  so 
to  act,  as  that  the  remark  may  once  more  bd  extorted  from  infi¬ 
del  lips, 

‘‘  See  how  these  Christians  love  one  another/* 

Who  does  not  admire,  and  would  not  have  transfused  into  his 
own  bosom,  the  spirit  of  the  following  elegant  passage  of  Bishop 
Home,  with  which  we  put  a  period  to  the  present  review 
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‘‘When  he  £  Bishop  HorneJ  views  the  innumerable  unhappy 
difFererices  among  Christians,  all  of  whom  are  equally  Oppressed 
with  the  cares  and  calamities  of  life,  he  often  calls  to  mind  those 
beautiful  and  affecting  words  which  Milton  represents  Adam  as 
addressing  to  Eve,‘ after  they  had  wearied  themselves  with  mu¬ 
tual  complaints  and  accusations,  of  each  othen-^ —  . 

4  * 

But  rise;  let  us  no  more  contend,  nor  blame 
Each  other,  blame  enough  elsewhere;  but  strive 
In  offices  of  love,  how  we  may  lighten 
Each  other’s  burden  in  our  share  of  woe. 

3*  X*  yr • 

‘^Enoughhas  been  given  to  the  arts  of  controversy.  Let  some¬ 
thing  be  given  to  the  studies  of  piety  and  a  holy  life.  If  w'e  can 
once  unite  in  these, .our  tempers  may  be  better  disposed  to  unite 
in  doctrine.  When  we  shall  be  duly  prepared  to  receive 
it,  God  may  reveal  even  this  untous.*^* 

*  See  Preface  to  Commentary  oh  the  Psalmsr 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  SHAKERS. 

Much  curiosity  has  been  excited  in  this  country  with  respect  to2he 
Shakers,  while  the  means  of  gratifying  it  have  been  scanty.  An 
ingenious  correspondent  has  favoured  jus  with  the  following  ac« 
count  oi  the  origin  and  history  of  this  sect,  and  of  their  doctrines, 
which  he  has  abridged  from  a  book  lately  published  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  society.  The  quotations  introduced,  will,  therefore, 
be  understood  to  be  taken  from  this  book.  We-  have  omitted  a 
*few  of  the  most  absurd  doctrines,  and  a  sentence  or  two  besides,  for 
reasons  which  will  readily  occur  to  our  correspondent.— Fan^ 

The  Shakerji  have  been  known  in  America  as  a  small  fanatical 
sect  for  about  twenty  years;  but  it  was  not  until  within  a  short 
time,  that  their  principles  were  presented  to  the  public  by  order 
ot  the  ministers  of  the  Society.  By  the  book,  which  they  have 
published^  they  now  exhibit  a  most  confirmed  delusion;  which  is 
at  once  a  proof  of  the  imbecility  of  Jhtuman  reason,  and  adisgrace 
*to  human  nature* 
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The  Shakers  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  has  already  appeared  a 
second  time,  and  appeared  as  a  woman!  Respecting  ihe  name  and 
character*  of  this  woman  there  have  been  different  representa¬ 
tions.  The  following  account  rests  upon  the  authority  of  her  fol¬ 
lowers. 

Her  name  was  Ann  Lee^  a  daughter  of  a  blacksmith,  who  lived 
in  Toad-lane,  in  Manchester,  England.  She  was  born  about  the 
year  IT'SS.  Her  occupation  w’^as  that  pf*a  cutter  of  hatter’s  fur. 
Her  corrupt  nature  led  her  to  marry  Abraham  Standley^  a  black¬ 
smith,  by  whom  she  'had  four  children,'  who  all  died  in  infancy. 
About  the  year  1758  she  became  a  convert  to  the  principles  of  one 
James  Wardley^  who  may  be  considered  as  the  father  of  the  Sha¬ 
kers.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  lived  first  in  Bolton,  and 


•  Mr.  Reuben  Rathbone  joined  the  Shakers  in  the  year  1780,  and 
was  a  sincere  convert  to  their  faith.  He  arrived  at  the  dignity  of  an 
elder^  but  by  searching  the  .Scriptures  he  at  length  perceived  the  de¬ 
lusion,  which  had  enchained  his  mind;  and  in  July  1799  resigned  his 
office,  and  with  many  tears  bade  adieu  to  his  brethren  and  sisters  in 
Hancock,  near  New-Lebanon.  In  1 800  he  published  ‘‘  Reasons Jor 
leaving  the  Shakers;^^  which  is  writt^  in  a  truly  Christian  spirit, 
and  the  state-7«ehts  in  which  are  beyond  all  question  correct. 

Mr.  R.  says  in  this  pamphlet, 

,  j  ‘‘I  was  at  Niskeuna  with  the  mother  [Ann  Lee^  and  the  .  el¬ 
ders.  At  length,  there  was  a  contention  broke  out,  which  seemed 
chiefly  to  be  between  the  mother  and  William  Lee;  it  kept  increas¬ 
ing  until  there  was  nothing  but  clamor  and  confuuon. .  Finally  the 
mother  fell  to  beating  William  Lee,  smiting  of  him  in  ihe  face; 
there  was  awful  threatening  on  both  sides;  the  mother  would  not  let 
him  alone,  but  would  very  often  get  a  blow  at  him,  till  his  face  was 
in  a  gore  of  blood;  at  length,  as  he  could  endure  it  no  *  longer,  he 
smote  her  with  his  fist,  {  never  saw  any  contention  that  appeared 
more  contrary  to  the  Gospel;  notwithsumding,  at  that  time,  my  faith 
and  imagination  was  such,  that  I  dared  not  judge  there  was  any 
thing  in  the  mother,  that  was  wrong;  but  since  I  have  found,  by  in- 
contestible  evidence,  that  I  have  been  deceived,  and  have  given  my¬ 
self  liberty  to  exercise  the  rational  faculties  that  God  had  created  in 
me,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  mother,  at  that  time,  was  very  much  o* 
vercome  with  strong  liquor j  and  was  under  the  influence  and  power 
of  Satan/* — p.27.  u 

It  appears  from  the  pamphlet  that  this  woman  was  frequently  in  • 
contention^  or  came  to  blowk,  with  William  Lee,  and  James  Whita¬ 
ker,  and  that  in  indecent  and  profane  language  few  sailors  surpassed 
her.  There  can  indeed  be  little  doubt  in  the  mindofeve^  honest, 
inquirer,  that  she  was  an  intemfierate  and  profligate  womat^ 


then  in  Manchester*  After  being  connected  sortie^ time  with  the 
Quakers,  he  left  them#  having  received  further  light  and  power  ^ 
new  visions  and  revelations.  He  and  his  followers  were  affect¬ 
ed  with  a  mighty  shaking,  and  were  occasionally  exercised  in 
singing,  shouting,  or  walking  the  floor,  under  the  influence  of  spi¬ 
ritual  signs,*  shoving  each  other  about,  or  swifdy  passing  or  re- 
passing  each  other,  like  clouds  agitated  by  a  mighty  wind.”— 
Hence  they  were  called  Shakers*  But  all  these  exercises  had 
been  displayed  many  years  before  by  the  French  prophets  who 
Were  numerous  in  Dauphiny  and  Vivarais  about  the  year 
1688,  and  a  few  of  whom  went  over  to  England  in  1706.  These 
prophets,  as  welj  as  James  Wardley^  very  confidently  predicted, 
that  the  second  appearance  of  Jesus  Christ  was  at  hand;  little 
however  did  James  imagine,  that  his  new  convert,  Ann  Lee^  or  ra¬ 
ther  Mrs.  Stanley^  was  the  Saviour  himself. 

When  this  woman  became  as  perfect  as  the  most  perfect,  she 
'^till  found  in  herself  the  remains  of  human  depravity,  from 
which  she  ^‘laboured  for  deliverance.”  .So  great  was  her  irihu- 
latiqn  and  anguish  of  soul,  that,  as  she  clenched  her  hands,  the 
blood  would  flow  thro*  the  pores  of  her  skin.  By  such  deep-Tw^r- 
tificaiion  she  became  a  mere  sjteleton,  wholly  incapable  of  helping 
herself,  and  was  fed  like  and  infant.  *  In  this  manner  she  conti¬ 
nued  more  or  less  exercised  nine  ,years,  by  the  end  of  which 
time  the.senscless  world  might  have  supposed,  that*  she  would 
have  lost  her  reason.  But  it  was  then,  atout  1770,  that  she  made 
two  grand  discoveries,*  namely,  that  she  was  the  Lord  Jesus  in  his 
second  appearing,  and  that  “  the  root  and  foundation  cause  of 
human  depravity”  is  the  intercourse  between  the  sexes.  ‘‘  To 
such  as  addressed  her  with  the  customary  titles  used  by  the 
world,  she  would  say,  ‘  I  am  Ann  the  Wordy  signifying,  that  in 
her  dwelt  \S\eW,drdf*  Now  she  was  acknowledged  as  the  mother 
of  believers^  and  to  this  day  it  is  the  faith  of  the  Shakers,  ‘‘that 
the  man  who  was  called  Jesusy  and  the  woman  who  was  called 
AnUy  are  verily  the  two  first  foundation  pillars  of  the  Church  of 
Christ;  the  two  ^nnointed  ones;  the  two  first  heirs  of  promise; 
between’ whom  the  covenant  of  eternal  life  is  established;  the 
Father  and  Mother  of  all  the  children  of  regeneration.’* 

Soon  after  Mrs*  Standley  began  “  her  testimony  against  the 
root  of  human  depravity,**  her  exercises  induced  the  mob  of 
Manchester  to  |C|iuse,  her  to  be  shut  up  in  a  mad-housey  where  she 
she  was  kept  several  weeks.  In  a  year, of  two,  as  her  testimony 
was  almost  universally  rejected,  she  ceased  to  testify*  But  hav¬ 
ing  a  revelation  .respecting  “  the  increase  of  the  work  of  God’* 
in  America,  she  embaikedat  Liverpool,,  with  several  men  and 
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women,  in  May,  1774.  As  her  husband’s  name  is  not  fnentioned 
among  her  companions,  it  is  presumed  she  left  him  behind;  and 
indeed  it  was  a  mark  of  her  prudence,  and  it  evinced  her  devo¬ 
tion  td  the  grea,t  cause  in  which  she  was  engaged,  that  she 
should  desert  him,  and  resume  the  name  of  Ann  Lee.  On  the 
passage  the  ship.sprang  a  leak,  and,  as  she  was  “  naturally  a  per¬ 
son  of  a  sound  and  strong  constitution  and  invincible  fortitude  of 
mind;”  she  and  the  elders  put  their  hands  to  the  pumps,  and  the 
ship  arrived  safe  at  New-York,'  in  consequence  of  their'>‘  power, 
which  was  above  the  natural  power  of  man.” 

In  the  spring  of  1776*she  went  to  Alhciny^  and  thence  to  Nis^ 
Jteuna^  now  Water-VlieU  8  miles  N.  W.  from  Albany.  Here  she 
and  her  followers  lived  unknown  three  or  four  years,  holding 
their  meetings  as  usual.  Bat  in  1780,  she  was  visited  by  many 
persons  from  New-Lebanon  and  Hancock^  principally  Baptists, 
who,  in  the  preceding  year,  had  been  the  subjects  of  an  uncom¬ 
mon  religious  commotion. 

But  in  driving  a  flock  of  sheep,  for  sustenance,  towards  Waters 
Fliety  some  of  her  followers  were  suspected  of  an  intention  to 
supply  the  enemy,  and' were  thrown  into  prison  at  Albany,  She 
also  shared  the  same  fate,  and  afterwards  was  imprisoned  at 
Poughkeepsie.  But  being  released  in  Dec.  1780,  she  and  the  el- 
•ders  returned  to  their  usual  place  of  abode,  where  she  was  visit¬ 
ed  by  mnny  persons  from  New-Yorky  Massachusetts^  Connecticut^ 
New  H  .mfishire^  2iVkCii  District  of  Maine.  Of  these  persons 
not  a  few  became  her  followers.  From  May,  1781,  till  Sept. 
1783,  she  v/as  employed  in  visiting  the  believers,  and  in  confirm¬ 
ing  t  hem  in  the  faiih.  She  died,  in  the  ordinary  way  of  all  liv¬ 
ing,”  on  the. 8  th  day  of  the  9tK  month,  1784,  aged  about  48  years.^ 

After  her  decease,  elder  fames  Whitaker  took,  the  lead  until 
his  death,  at  EnfieldV  (Con.)  in  1787.  Then  Joseph  Meacham 
and  Lucy  Wright  stood  in  the  spiritual  relation  of  a  joint  paren¬ 
tage  to  the  whole  visible  body  of  the  believers.”  Elder  Joseph 
died  in  1796;  since  which  time  Lucy  has  stood  to  all  the  Shakers 
“in  the  order  of  the » first  mother  of  their  redemption.”  She  is 
supposed  to  be  “  raised  up,  prepared  and  appointed,  by  the  gift 
and  power  of  God,  to  take  the  first  lead  and  spiritual  concern  in 
the  order  and  government  of  the  church.”t  Such  is  the  sanctity 
of  her  character,  that  she  sleeps  evtiy  night  in  the  meeting¬ 
house. 

*  The  wicked  world  has  a  report,  that  she  declared,  she  should 
not  die,  but  should  be  carried  up  instantaneously  to  Heaven. 

t  Lucy  Wright  has  a  husband  by  the  name  of  Goodrich^  still  livings 
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/  In  1787,  the  members  of  the  church  began  to  come  together 
in  order  to  establish  a  joint  interest  in  all  things  temporal  and 
seiritualf  In  1792  the  present  order  of  the  church  was  estab¬ 
lished*  In  1788  a  verbal  covenant  was  assented  to,  which  was 
committed  to  writing  and  signed  in  1795  and  renewed  in  1801, 
by  which  the  society  is  now  bound.  By  this  covenant  they  ex* 
press  their  belief  in  the  necessity  of  a  joint  interest  and  union, 
and  of  equal  privileges  according  to  their  “calling  and  needs,” 
and  ihey  declare  that  no  children  under  age  shall  be  received, 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians;  that  each 
member  may  give  his  property  to  the  church,  to  be  entirely  at  the 
disposal  of  the  deacons;  that  each  member  shall  have  an  equal 
interest,  without  respect  to  what  be  put  into  the  common  stock, 
and  be  under  equal  obligations  to  promote  the  general  interest; 
that  all  their  property^  except  what  was  necessary  for  their  sup¬ 
port,  should  be  ^voted  to  charitable  uses,  and  to  such  other  uses 
as  the  Gospel  may  require;  that  they  will  never  bring  debt  or 
demand  against  the  deacons  or  any  member;  and  that  they  will 
be  subject  to  the  rules  and  government  of  the  church. 

Such  was  the  covenant  oi  Lebanon^  “the  church  first  in 
order  in  this  day  of  Christ’s  second  appearing.*’  The  same  co¬ 
venant  was  adopted  in  all  the  other  societies,  namely,  at  Waters 
Vlicti  ^xHancockmA  Tyringham^  at  Harvard  ahdiSAir/ej/,  (Mass.) 
at  (Conn.)  at  Canterbury  and  New-Enjield^  (N.  H.)  and 

at  Alfred  and  Sabbaih^day-pond^  (Maine.)  There  are  some  Sha- 
Jeers  also  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio^  and  they  without  question  ate 
established  in  the  same  order. 

All  the  churches  have  a  relation  to  the  church  at  J^ew-Lebanon. 
Each  society  is  divided  into  large  families,  and  each  family  has  a 
femporal  mil  spiritual  head,  called  deacons  and  elders. 

There  are  also  deacons  of  the  Jirst  order  ^  who  are  entrusted  with 
'the  management  of  the  temporal  concerns  of  the  whole  society, 
and  who  principally  deal  with  the  world,  or,  “with  them  that  are 
without.” 

Besides  the  family  elders^  or  elder  brethren^  there  are  ministers 
who  are  entrusted  generally  with  the  spiritusd  matters  of  the  so¬ 
ciety.  They  have  also  the  charge  of  sending  out  'niinisters  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  world. 

No  officer  is  appointed  by  a  majority  of  votes,  but  by  a  spon¬ 
taneous  spirit  of  union.”  ‘^The  revelation  and  gift  of  God  is 
given  to  tlie  ministry y  as  the  head  of  the  body,  in  relation  to  lots 
of  office  and  trust,  and  other  matters  of  importance y  and  through 
^  these  communicated  to  the  other  members;  yet  nothing  is  con¬ 
sidered  as  established  without  the  free  and-  mutual  consent  of 
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the  whole  body/*^  No  one  seeks  pre-eminence,  or  wishes  to  u- 
surp  authority  over  another. 

,The  Shakers  have  no  fonn  of  churclv  government,  but  every 
change  is  effected  only  by  inspiration  of  the 'spirit;  and  they 
have  no  confession  of  faith,  except  it  be  to  shew  their  faith  by 
their  works.\ 

The  principal  articles  of  belief  embraced  by  the  Shakers,  are 
the  following:  that  the  intercourse  between  the  sexes  is  the  root 
of  human  depravity;  that  this  was  the  sin  of  Adam  and  Eve,  who 
were  indeed  commanded  to  be  fruitful^  but  who  by  anticipating 
the  commanded  period  filled  the  world  with  misery;  that  mar¬ 
riage  is  now  universally  unlawful,  being  one  form  of  the  mystery 
of  iniquity  and  the  man  of  ain;  that  all  the  desires  of  the  flesh 
must  be  mortified  and  subdued;  that  the  design  of  the  law  given 
by  Moses  was  ‘‘to  search  out  the  root  of  human  depravity,”  as  a- 
bove  explained;  that  before  Christ  appeared,  all  men,  not  except¬ 
ing  Noah,  Abraham,  &c.  perpetually  violated  the  law  of  God, 
and  that  not  one  of  them  was  saved;  that  the  command  of  Christ 
to  baptize  all  nations  had  no  relation  to  the  use  of  water;  and  that 
the  mission  of  Christ  was  to  enjoin  self  denial;  that  all  his  follow- 
lowers  left  their  wives;  that  after  two  or  three  of  the  first  centu¬ 
ries  the  reign  of  Antichrist  commenced,  and  continued  until  a 
short  time  before  the  appearance  of  Ann  Lee^  the  reformation  only 
making  a  division  in  the  kingdonv  of  Antichrist;  that  the  sacrament 
of  the  supper  is  idolatry,  an  attendance  upon  it  implying  the  worship 
of  a  representation  of  the  true  God;  that  long  sermons  were  first  in¬ 
troduced  by  Origen;  that  public  prayers  are  evidence  of  hypocri¬ 
sy;  that  steeplefiouses  are  Pagan  temples  reformed;  that  George 
Fox  and  Edward  Burrough  were  true  witnesses  of  the  Most 
High  God;  that  the  French  prophets  were  inspired;  that  the  Dun-^ 
kers  are  the  purest  descendants  of  the  ancient  witnesses;  that  as 
the  woman  was  they^r^t  in  the  transgression,  so  she  must  be  the 
last  out  of  it,  and  by  her  the  way  of  deliverance  must  be  com¬ 
pleted;  that  Christ  appeared  in  woman  who  was  conceived  in 


*.In  the  “Testimony”  not  a  little  is  said  respecting  the  priesthood 
of  the  world,  their  love  of  power,  &c.  The  ministry  of  the  Church 
receiving  their  power  by  “revelation,”  cannot  refuse  it,  and  the 
Other  members  cannot  without  impiety  refuse  their  “free  consent!’^ 

t  If,  however,  the  “  Testimony,”  which  is  divided  into  chapters 
and  verses,  should  be  more  read  than  the  sacred  Scriptures,  it  will 
he  read  not  as  a  creedy  but  as  a  ^Hrue  statement  of  the  fundamental 
m'inciple^  Jeo*  given  Uirough  the  order  and  appointment  of  Qodff 
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sir,  and  lost  in  man’s  fall;  that  the  same  spirit  attd  word  ol  power 
which  created  msgi,  which  spake  by  the  prophets,  which’  dwelt  in 
the  man  Jesus,  dwelt  in  Ann  Lee^  w  ho  became  the  temple  ol  the 
.Holy  Ghost,  and  iht.M.fher  cj  all  the  new  creation;  that 

and  ilwn. Zee  are  the  first  foundation  pillars  of  the 
church;  that  the  two  ofiariments  of  the  tabernacle  typified  Christ 
in  his-first  and  second  appearing  in  man  and  woman;  as  also  did 
the  two  chtrubims^  the  txvo  goats  ior  expiation;  the  two  trut  fiefs 
made  by  Moses,  the  two  anointed  ones^  &c.  that  Jesus  is  the  eter- 
lasting  Father^  and  Ann  the  everlasting  Mother }  ihat  the  former 
made  atonemei]i,t  for  sin,  and  the  latter  received  confession  of  sin, 
and  gave  salvation  from  it,  which  in  Christ’s  first  appearing  was 
not  given;  that  miraculous  cures  attended  the  last  dispensation; 
that  there  is  no  distinction  of  persons  in  the  Godhead  ;  rhat  the 
word  by  which  Jesus  spake,  proceeded  from  the  everlasting  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  Fathtr  and  the  Hcly  Ghvst:  that  the  Fathir^  the 
h^ord,  and  the  Holy  Ghost^  are  one^  in  essence,  in  nature,  in  union 
everlasting;  that  the  Son  had  a  beginning,  yet  his  descent  is  from 
everlasting,  he  being  brought  forth  from  an  everlasting  source; 
that  he  did  not  exist  before  he  came  into  the  world;  that  the  Ho^ 
ly  Ghost  was  the  true  mother  of  Jesus  Christ,  Mary  being  the 
medium  of  his  existence;  that  Christ  did  not  die  in  the  stead  of 
sinners,  but  only  gave  them  an  examfile  of  suffering;  that  all  his 
followers  must  suffer  with  him;  that  at  as  the  Son  of  God  he  did 
not  die,  but  his  body  of  sin  was  destroyed  by  the  Sfiirit^  and  he  is 
now  separated  forever  from^hat  old  nature;  that  the  blessed  mo¬ 
ther  of  their  redemption  sufiered  her  due  proportion;  that  there 
is  no  resurrection  of  the  body,  nor  any  resurrection  except  a  de¬ 
liverance  from  the  flesh  and  from  sin;  that  Jesus  Christ  did  not 
re-asssume  the  natural  appearance  of  sinful  flesh;  that  singing  and 
dancing  constitute  a  mode  of  worship,  “given  by  special  gift  and 
revelation,  mighty  through  God,  joyful  as  heaven,  and  solemn  as 
eternity;  that  the  Scriptures  contain  a  record  of  the  operations  of 
the  Word^  which  Word  under  the  m  w  dispensation  dv^ells  in  he* 
that  the  Scriptures  cannot  be  understood  without 'that 
Word;*  that  the  doctrine  of  the  Divine  decrees  is  false;  that  hea¬ 
thens  will  have  the  Gospel  preached  to  them  in,  another  state; 
that  as  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  this  last  display  of 
God’s  grace  to  man,  cannot  be  forgiven,  all,  who  deliberately 
choose  evil  in  defiance  of  known  and  positive  good,t  will  be  for 
ever  excluded  from  the  mercy  of  God. 

*  The  Shakers  therefore  are  the  only  people  who  can  understand 
the  Scriptures. 

t  That  is,  who  reject  the  testimony  of  the  Shakers^  after  beariog^ 
and  examining  it.  ^ 
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Such  are  the  principal  doctsines  found  in  a  book  of  six  hundred 
artd  twenty  pages. 

The  reader  must  be  left  to  make  his  own  reflections  upon  such 
capacious  and  persevering  credulity,  unequalled  in  any  country, 
which  has  been  favored  with  the  light  of  the  Gospel.  W. 


[from  the  panoplist.] 

REVIEW  OF  DR.  BUCHANAN’S  CHRISTIAN  RE 

SEARCHES  IN  ASIA*  . 

(Continued  from  page  61.) 


.  The  curiosity  of  literary  m^n  has  been  for  some  time  excited 
by  the  increasing  knowledge  with  respect  to  J^e  political  state  of 
Eastern  nations;  particularly  with  respect  to  those  countries  in 
India,  which  are  under  British  dominion.  But  it  is  mpre  recent¬ 
ly  that  Christians  have  had  their  attention  directed  to  the  moral 
state  of  these  countries,  and  to  the  means  of  sending  the  light  of 
truth  to  millions  groping  in  spiritual  darkness.  One  reason,  that 
we  have  not  felt  more  for  the  miseries  of  the  heathen,  is,  that  we 
have  been  in  a  great  measure  ignorant  of  their  real  character.  Our 
minds  have  dwelt  comparatively  little,  much  less  than  they  ought, 
on  the  deplorable  condition  of  those  who  know  nothing  of  the  true 
God,  who  never  heard  of  the  Gospel,  and  who  spend^  their  whole 
lives  in  a  superstitious  devotion  to  idols.  The  religious  world* has 
wanted  information  on  the  subject;  and  though  Missionaries  have, 
gradually  diffused  much  knowledge  respecting  the  plates  where 
they  have  laboured,  .there  has  never  been  any  general  view  of  the 
religious  state  of  Asia,  which  can  bear  a  comparison  with  the 
work  before  us;  either ‘as  to  authenticity,  interest,  or  probable 
utility. 

The  author,  having  resided  several  years  at  the  College  of  Fort 
William  in  Bengal,  and  feeling,  as  appears  by  the  result,’ an  anx¬ 
ious  desire  to  become  acquainted  with  all  that  concerns  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  Gospel,  determined  on  taking  a  journey  through  the 
peninsula  on  this  side  the  Ganges.  This  journey  he  took  in  1806, 
;md  1807,  passing  through  the'  most  important  places  on  both 
sides  of  the  peninsula,  and  visiting  Ceylon  thrice.  We  shall  not 
undertake  to  give  an  abstract  of  the  various  facts  which  this  book 
contains,  for  several  reasons.  One  is,  we  hope  and-  expect  that 
the  book  itself  will  be  read  by  nearly  all  Qur  readers;  another,  we 
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could  not  make  an  abstract  which  should  possess  any  thing  iJko 
the  interest  of  the  original.  Some  striking  passages  we  shall 
mention;  tnake  a  few  extracts;  and  state  what  we  conceive  to  be 
some  of  the  great,  and  almost  unrivalled,  excellencies  of  these 
Researches.  / 

In  June,  1806,  Dr.  B.  attended  the  great  Hindoo  festival  of  the 
Rutt  Jattra^  which' is  celebrated  annually  at  Juggernaut  in  the 
province  of  Orissa.  Vast  numbers  are  present  at  this  festival 
from  all  parts  of  Hindoostan.  Some  travel  two  months  on  foot, 
in  the  hottest  sej^son  of  the  year,  for  the  sake  of  worshipping  a 
horrible  idol.  So  numerous  are  the  multitudes  assembled,  that  a 
famine  is  frequently  produced;  by  which,  added  to  fatigue  and 
other  causes,  so  many,  perish  from  year  to  year,  that  human 
bones  are  strewed  by  the  way  for  more  than  fifty  miles  from  the 
seat  of  the  superstition.  The  worship  of  the  idol  consists,  en¬ 
tirely  in.obscene  words  and  actions,  and  in  human  sacrifices.  Dr. 
B.  relates  only  such  r;cts  as  he  himself  saw,  and  states  a  few  re¬ 
flections  which  occurred  at  the  time.  The  following  are  among 
the  extracts  from  his  Journal: 

Juggernaut^  187/ q/*  June, 

have  returned  home  from  witnessing  a  scene  which  I  shall 
never  forget.  At  twelve  o’clock  of  this  day,  being  the  great  day  of 
the  feast,  the  Moloch  of  Hindoostan  was  bi  ought  out  of  his  temple 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  his  worship¬ 
pers.’  When  the  idol  was  placed  on  his  throne,  a  shout  was  raised, 
by  the  multitude,  such  as  1  had  never  heard  before.  ’  It  continued  e- 
quable  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  gradu  ally  died  away.  After  a 
short  interval  of  silence,  a  murmer  was  heard  at  a  distance;  all  eyes 
were  turned  towards  the  place,  and,  behold,  a  grove  advancing!  A 
body  of  men,  having  green  branches,  or  palms  in  their  hands,  ap» 
proached  with  great  celerity.  The  people  opened  a  way  for  them;' Sc 
when  they  had  come  up  to  the  throne,  they  fell  down  before  him 
that  sat  thereon  rnd  worshipped.  And  the  multitude  again  sent  forth 
a  voice  “like  the  sound  of  a  great  thunder.”  But  the  voices  I  now 
heard,  were  tiot  those  of  melody  or  of  joyful  acclamation;  for  there 
is  no  hannony  in  the  praise  of  Moloch’s  worshippers.  Their  num» 
ber  indeed  brought  to  my  mind  the  countless  multitude  of  the  Reve» 
laQons;  but  their  voices  gave  no  tuneful  Hosannah  or  Hallelujah; 
but  rather  a  yell  of  approbation,  united  with  a  kind  of  hissing  ap- 
plause.^  1  was  at  a  loss  how  to  account  for  this  latter  noise,  until  I 
waa  directed  to  natice  the  women;  who  emitted  a  sou:;d  like  that  of 
nvhistiing^  with  the  lips  circular,  and  the  tongue  vibrating;  as  if  a  ser¬ 
pent  would  speak  by  their  organs,  uttering  human  sounds. 

r 

^  See  Miitpn^e  Pandemontuniy  Book  X. 
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The'throiie  of  the  idol  was  placed  on  a  stupendous  car  or  tower 


about  sixty  feet  in  height,  resting  on  wheels  which  indented  the 
ground  deeply,  as  they  turned  slowly  under  the  ponderous  machine. 
Attached  to  it  were  six  cables,  of  the  size  and  length  of  a  ship’s  ca¬ 
ble,  by  which  the  people  drew  it  along.  Upon  the  tower  were  the 
priests  and  satellites  of  the  idol,  surrounding  his  throne.  The  idol 
is  a  block  of  wood,  having  a  frightful  visage  painted  black,  with  a 
distended  mouth  of  a  bloody  colour.  His  arms  are  of  gold,  and  he  is 
dressed  in  gorgeous  apparel.  The  other  two  idols  are  of  a  white  and 
yellow  colour.  Five  elephants  preceded  the  three  towers,  bearing 
towering  flags,  dres^d  in 'crimson  caparisons,  and  having  bells 
hanging  to  their  capamons,  which  sounded  musically  as  they  mov¬ 


ed.”  pp.  105,  106. 


The  next  paragraph  we  omit,  it  describes  the  lacivious  wor¬ 
ship  of  the-  idol.  Dr.  B.  uses  all  the  delicacy  of  expression, 
which  the  nature  of  the  recital  will  admit.  The  account  of  the 
monstrous  rites  then  continues  thus;* 


“  After  the  tower  had  proceeded  some  way,  a  pilgrim  announced 
that  he  was  ready  to  offer  himself  a  sacrifice  to  the  idol.  He  laid 
himself  down  in  the  road  before  the  tower  as  it  was  moving  along, 
lying  on  his  face,  with  his  arms  stretched  forwards.  The  multitude 
passed  round  him,  leaving  the  space  clear,  and  he  was  crushed  to 
death  by  the  wheels  of  the  tower.  .A  shout  of  joy  was  raised  to  the 
god.  He  is  said  to  smile  when  the  libation  of  the  blood  is  made.— - 
The  people  threw  cowries,  gr  small  money,  on  the  body  of  the  vic¬ 
tim,  in  approbation  of  the  'deed.  He  was  left  to  view  a  considerable 
time,  and  Was  then  carried  by  the  Hurries  to  the  Golgotha,  where  I 
have  just  been  viewing  his  remains.  How  much  1  wished  that  thei 
Proprietors  of  India  Stock  could  have  attended  the  wheels  of  Jug¬ 
gernaut,  and  seen  this  peculiar  source  of  their  revenue.’* 

^^Juggernaut^  20th  June. 

‘‘Moloch,  horrid  king,  besmeared  with  blood. 

“Of  human  sacrifice,  and  parents  tears.” — Miltow. 

% 

“——The  horid  solemnities  still  continue.  Yesterday  a  woman 
devoted  herself  to  the  Idol..  She  laid  herself  down  on  the  road  in  an 
oblique  direction,  so  that  the  wheel  did  not  kill  h.er  instantaneously, 
as  is  generally  the  case;  but  she  died  in  a  few  hours.  This  morning 
as  Lpassed  the  Place  of  Sculls,  nothing  remained  of  her  but  her 
bones. 

And  this,  thought  I,  is  the  worship  of  the  Brahmins  of  Hindoostanl 
And  their  worship  in  its  sublimest  degree  1  What  then  shall  we 
hink  of  their  private  manners,  and  their  moral  principles?  For  it  is 
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equally  true  of  India  as  of  Europe.  If  you  would  know  the  slate  of 
the  people,  look  at  the  state  of  the  temple . 

was  surprised  to  see  the  Brahmins  with  their  heads  uncovered 
in  the  open*plain,  falling  down  in  the  midst  of  the  Saoders  before  the 
horrid  shape,  and  mingling  so  complacently  with  that  polluted  cast. 
But  this  proved  what  1  had  lefore  heard,  that  so  grdat  a  god  is  this, 
that  the  dignity  of  high  cast  disappears  before  him.  This  great  king 
recognizes  no  distinction  of  rank  among  his  subjects.  All  men  are 
equal  in  his  (presence.”  . 

>  *  \ 

Juggernaut j  2  l«r  June, 

**  The  idolatrous  processions  continue  for  some  days  longer,  but 
my  spirits  are .  so .  exhausted  by  the  constant  view  of  these  e- 
normities,  that  I  mean  to  hasten  away  from  this  place  sooner 
than  I  at  first  intended.  I  beheld  another  distressing  scene  this  mor¬ 
ning  at  the  Place  of  Skulls;  a  poor  woman  lying  dead,  or  nearly  dead, 
and  her  two  children  by  her,  looking  at  the  dogs  and  vultures  which 
were  near.  The  people  passed  by  without  noticing  the  children.—-' 
I  asked  them  where  was  their  homef  They  said,  they  had  no  home 
but  where  their  m*other  was.  O,  there  is  no  pity  at  Juggernaut!  no 
niercy,'nd  tenderness  of  heart  in  Moloch’s  kingdom!  Those  who 
support  his  kingdom,  err,  1  trust,  from  ignorance*.  They  know  not 
what  they  do.” 

As  to  the  number  of  worshippers  assembled  here  at  this  time, 
no  accurate  calculation  can  be  made.  The  natives  themselves,  when 
‘  speaking  of  numbers  at  particular  festivals,  usually  say  tfiat  a  lack 
of  people  (100,000)  would  not  be  missed.  T  asked  a  Brahmin  how 
many  he  supposed  were  present  at  the  most’ numerous  festival  he 
had  ever  witnessed.  How  can  I  tell,  said  he,  how  many  grains  there 
are  in  a  . handful  of  sand? 

‘/The  languages  spoken  here  are  various,  as,  there  are  Hindoos 
from  every  country  in  India;  but  the  two  chief  languages  in  use  by 
those  who  are  resident,  are  the  Orissa  and  the  Telinga.  The  bor¬ 
der  of  the  Telinga  countiy  is  only  a  few  miles  distant  from  the  tow¬ 
er  of  Juggernaut.” 

^^Chilka  Lake^  2\th  June, 

^I  felt  my  niind  relieved  and  happy  when  I  had  passed  beyond  the 
confines  of  Juggernaut.  I  certainly  was  not  prepared  for  the  scene. 
But  no  one  can  know  what  it  is  who  has  not  seen  it.  From  an  emi¬ 
nence*  on.the  pleasant  banks  of  the  Chiika  Lake  (where  no  human 
bones  are- seen,)  I  had  a  view  of  the  lofty  tower  of  Juggernaut  far  re¬ 
mote;  and  while  1  viewed  it,,  its  abominations  came  to  mind.  It  was 
on  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath.  Ruminating  long  on  the  wide  and 
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extended  empire  of  Moloch  in  the  heathen  world,  I  cherished  in  my 
thoughts  the  design  of  some  Christian  Institution,  which,  being  fos¬ 
tered  by  Britain,  my  Christian  country,  might  gradually  undermine 
this  bciieful  idolairy,  and  put  out  the  memory  of  it  forever.”~pp. 
107—109.*  • 


Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  English  government  in  India  actu¬ 
ally  levy  a  tax  on  the  pilgrims  who  visit  Juggernaut,  and  deduct 
from  the  avails  more  than  38,OCX)  dollars  for  the  annual  expenses 
of  the  idol,  in  one  of  the  items  of  which,  called,  ‘‘wages  of  his  ser¬ 
vants,**  are  included  the  wages  of  the  courtezans^  who  are  kept 
for  the  service  of  the  temple. 

Lest  it  should  be  supposed,  that  these  ceremonies  are  con¬ 
fined  to  the  temple  in  Orissa,  the  author  gives  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  at  another  temple,  near  Ishera,  on  the  Ganges,  in 
May,  1807.  A  young  man  there  sacrificed  him  self.  “He  dan¬ 
ced  for  a  while  before  the  idol,  singing  in  an  enthusiastic  strain, 
and  then  rushing  suddenly  to  the  wheels,  he  shed  his  blood  un¬ 
der  the  tower  of  obscc  nity.**  At  the  time.  Dr.  Buchanan’s  at¬ 
tention  was  “engaged  by  a  more  pleasing  scene/^  which  is  thus 
described. 

“  On  the  other  side,  on  a  rising  ground  by  the  side  of  a  Tank, 
stood  the  Chrisdan  Missionaries,  and  around  them  a  crowd  of  peo¬ 
ple  listening  to  their  preaching.  The  town  of  Serampore,  where 
the  Protestant  Missionaries  reside,  is  only  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
'from  this  Temple  of  Juggernaut.  As  I  passed  through  the  multi¬ 
tude,  I  met  several  persons  having  the  printed  papers  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionaries  in  their  hands.  Some  of.  them  were  reading  them  very 
gravely;  others  were  laughing  with  each  other  at  the  contents:  and 
saying,  What  do  these  words  mean? 

“  I  sat  down  on  an  elevated  spot  to  contemplate  this  scene;  the' 
tower  of  blood  and  impurity  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Christian  prea¬ 
chers  on  the  other,  I  thought  on  the  commandment  of  our  Saviour, 
Go  ye,  teach  all  nations.  1  said  to  myself,  how  great  and  glorious  a 
minist(;y  are  these  humble  persons  now  exercising  in  the  presence 
of  God!  How  is  it  applauded  by  the  holy  angles  who  have  joy  in 
heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth;  and  how  tar  does  it  trans¬ 
cend  the  work  of  the  Warrior  or  Statesman,  in  charity,  utility,  and 
lasting  fame?  And  1  could  not  help 'wishing  that  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  my  own  country  had  been  present  to 
witness  this  scene',  that  they  might  have  seen  how  practicable  it  is 
to  offer  Christian  instruction  to  our  Hindoo  subjects.” 
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SEVENTH  REPORT 

OF  THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  1811. 

Your  Committee  have  now  to  report  to  the  Members  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  their  proceedings  during  the 
seventh  year  of  its  institution.  Adopting  the  same  course  of  ar¬ 
rangement  which  has  been  observed  in  former  Reports,  as  best 
calculated  to  connect  the  transactions  of  successive  years,  your 
Committee,  under  the  general  head  of  Foreign  Connexions,  will 
first  advert  to  the  information  received  from  the  continent  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Under  this  head,  they  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Polish  Bible.  This  event  is  announced  in  a  letter 
from  the  Bible  Society  at  Beriin,  dated  the  14th  of  last  October. 
The  notification  is  accompalned  with  the  warmest  thanks  of  the 
Berlin  Society  to  the  Parent  Institution,  for  its  very  liberal  con¬ 
tributions  in  aid  of  this  sacred  work,  together  with  nine  copies  of 
the  Polish  Scriptures,  as  the  first  fruits  of  the  labours  of  that  So¬ 
ciety  in  the  Polish  vineyard.  The  whole  expense  of  printing 
8000  Polish  Bibles,  and  4000  extra  copies  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  amounted  about  to  16001.  to  which  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  contributed  9601.:  and  for  this  sum,  the  inhabitants 
of  Poland  have  received  a  gift  of  inestimable  value,  which,  in  the 
present  situation  of  affairs,  they  had  no  prospect  of  obtaining  by 
any  other  means. 

The  Report  of  last  year  stated  the  recommendation  of  -your 
Committee  to  the  Bible  Society  at  Berlin,  to  form  a  Committee 
at  Kooigsberg,  for  the  express  purpose  of  printing  a  Bible  in  the 
Jrithuanian  language,  and  the  promise  of  assisting  the  execution 

that  work,  by  a  donation  of  COOl. 

The  recommendation  was  readily  adopted;  but  the  Konigs- 
befg  Committee,  in  despair  of  obtaining  from  a  countr}'  impover¬ 
ished  by  war,  the  additional  funds  required  for  printing  a  Lithu¬ 
anian  Bible,  hesitated  to  enter  on  the  immediate  commencement 
of  an  undertaking  which  they  saw  no  prospect  of  being  able  to 
ebmplete. 

Under  these^  circumstances,  they  addressed  your  committee; 
stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  among  the  Lithuanian  peasants 
there  were  numbers  who  earnestly  sought  the  salvation  of 
their  souls. — ^They  therefore  pathetically  implored  the  further 
assistance  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

‘An  appeal  of  this  nature  could  not  be  resisted.  It  was,  there¬ 
fore,  determined  to  furnish  the  Konigsberg  Committee  with  the 
further  sum  of  2001.  The  letter  informing  them  of  this  additional 
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grant,  arrived  at  a  most  seasonable  period,  and  determined  them 
immediately  to  proceed  to  the  printing  of  3000  copies  of  the  Li¬ 
thuanian  Bible.  The  desire  of  obtaining  it  is  so  great,  that  no 
less  than  1 300  copies  have  already  been  subscribed  for. 

The  correspondence  of  your  Committee  with  the  German  Bible 
Society  at  Basle,  during  the  last  year,  is  restricted  to  a  single  let¬ 
ter,  dated  in  October,  18f0.  After  expressing  the  most  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgments  for  the  liberal  assistance  of  the  British  &  Foreign 
feiblesOciety,it  communicates  the-following  interesting  intelligence. 

That  the  subscriptions  opened  for  the  purpose  of  a  gratuitous 
distribution  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  not  only  continue,  but  in. 
crease;  that  hence  the  German  Bible  Society  has  been  enabled  to 
distribute,  from  year  to  year,  many  hundred  Bibles  and  N.  Tes¬ 
taments;  and  that  the  French  Bible,  the  printing  of  which  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  a  grant  of  3001.  from  the.  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So¬ 
ciety,  is  almost  finished. 

Your  Committee  have  accommodated  the  German  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety  with  an  additional  donation  of  2001.  for  the  purpose  of  print¬ 
ing  an  Italian  New  Testament.  This  measure  was  adopted  in 
^  consequence  of  a  desire  expressed  by  that  society  to  convert  the 
sum  of  2001.  originally  voted  for  the  Old  Testament  in  the  Ro- 
inanese  dialect,  to  the  purpose  of  printing  an  Italian  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  as  more  immediately  wanted.  Your  Committee,  apxious 
to  secure  the  accomplishment  of  the  latter  of  these  objects,  with¬ 
out  superseding  the  former,  resolved  to  furnish  the  additional 
grant  of  2001.  as  above  described;  and  thus  both  works,  it  is  hop¬ 
ed,  will  proceed  without  obstruction  or  delay. 

The  Members  of  the  Society  will  recollect  the  intimation  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  second  and  third  Annual  Reports,  of  an  intention  to 
promote  an  edition  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  languages  of  Estho- 
nia  andXivonia,  part  of  the  Russian  dominions. 

Your  Committee  most  sincerely  regret,  that  the. execution  of 
this  design  has  been  retarded  by  unavoidable  impediments;  as  the 
state  of  the  poor  in  those  provinces,  with  respect  to  religious 
knowledge,  and  the  means  of  acquiring  it,  seems  truly  deplorable. 

Without  detailing  all  the  information  which  has  been  received 
on  this  subject,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  the  following  circum¬ 
stances,  on  the  authority  of  a  correspondent  and  native,  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  two  provinces  in  question. 

The  poverty  of  the  lower  classes  is  extreme;  many  of  the  peasants 
i^orant  even  of  the  existtnee  of  the  Bible;  at  all  events,  from 
its  price  and  scarcity,  it  is  una  ttainable  by  them;  not  one  family  in 
a  hundred  possesses  a  copy;  ai  d  there  are  four  hundred  thousand 
famiUes  in  Esthonia  and  LivoA^a  absolutely  without  a  Bible.  It 
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appears  also,  that,  for  the  last  forty  years,  almost  every  individual 
in  Esthonia  and  Livonia  has  been  taught  to  read;  and  that  there 
are  many  respectable  and  benevolent  persons,  both  among  the 
clergy  and  laity,  who  are  anxious  for  the  religious  improvement 
of  ihe|r  countrymen,  and  from  whom  an  active  co-operation  may 
be  expected.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  your  Committee 
have  earnestly  recommended  the  formation,  (if  pfacticabh ,)  of  a 
Livonian  Bible  Society.  And  deeply  feeling  the  pressing  wants 
of  so  many  thousand  poor  in  those  parts, '  thf  y  have  determined 
immediately  to  transmit  the  sum  of 6001.  for  the  purpose  of  print¬ 
ing  10,000  Testaments  in  the  Lettonian  and  Esthonian  dialects. 

The  liberal  and  well-timed  assistance  furnished  to  ‘Hhe  Evan¬ 
gelical  Society”  at  Stockholm,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them 
to  print  the  Swedish  Scriptures  on  standing  types,  has  had  the 
most  beneficial  influence  all  over  the  country,  as  will  appear  from 
the  printed  Report  of  that  Society,  which  has  been  recently  receiv¬ 
ed.  This  Report,  which  contains  highly  interesting  facts  and  ob¬ 
servations,  will  be  communicated  in  the  Appendix.  Suffice  it, 
therefore,  in  this  place  to  state,  that  the  Stockholm  Society  pro¬ 
ceeds  vrith  the  greatest  zeal  and  activity;  that  it  has  alfeady  print¬ 
ed  three  editions  of  the  Swedish  Testament,  to  the  amount  of 
10,600  copies;  that  a  fourth  edition  of  the  same  is  in  the  press; 
that  the  printing  of  5,000  copies  of  the  whole  Swedish  Bible  is 
considerably  advanced;  and  that  the  demands  for  the  Swedish 
Scriptures,  from  all  quarters,  are  much  greater  than  can  be  satis¬ 
fied,  and  are  daily  increasing. 

Your  Committee,  in  their  last  Report,  stated,  that  they  had  a- 
vailed  themselves  of  the  assistance  of  the  Society,  above-men¬ 
tioned,  to  print  the  New  Testament  in  the  language  of  Lapland; 
they  have  now  the  pleasure  to  annourxe  the  progress  of  this  work, 
and  the  prospect  of  an  early  completion  of  it.  From  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  their  correspondent,  it  appears,  that  half  of  it  was  finished 
in  November  last;,  and  a  hope  was  entertained,  that  the  whole 
would  be  finished  in  time  to  allow  of  copies >  being  forwarded  to 
Lapland  in  the  course  of  the  spring. 

The  printing  of  the  Icelandic  Bible,  as  noticed  in  the  4th  Report, 
has  been  retarded  by  various  unforeseen  impediments:  your  Com¬ 
mittee,  however,  have  reason  to  believe,  that  these  impediments 
have  been,  in  a  great  measure,. removed.;  and  that  this  important 
work  has  either  been  actually  conunenced,or  will  be  very^  speedi¬ 
ly  undeitaken.  The  printing,  of  the  Turkish  Testament  at  Ka- 
rass,  according  to  information,  date^*  from  Moscow,  in  August 
last,  appears  then  to  have  advanced,  t$  as.far  as  ta  the.  end  of  the 
Acts  01  the  Apostles.  ^ 
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